
Old Elvet was the main street in the ancient city borough of Elvet. Today, located within 

the Conservation Area, it retains the medieval urban grain through its long, narrow burgage 

plots. The rear gardens of Old Elvet historically followed the layout of narrow burgage 

plots, but new garden areas and new buildings constructed throughout the 19th and 20th 

centuries eroded this historic grain.  Our approach is to better reveal the historic pattern of 

the site through the emphasis of the vennel, a pedestrian walkway that follows the historic 

grain and burgage plots through the site. Additionally, we will retain the legibility of the 

main Old Elvet frontage, rear of properties, burgage plots and gardens whilst opening up 

views along the river front and framing views towards the UNESCO World Heritage Site 

(WHS) nearby. 

Heritage Benefits of Proposed:

• Enhancement of a derelict and redundant site with the Conservation Area through sensitive redevelopment. 

• Opening up views along the river front and framing of views into the UNESCO WHS and Conservation Area. 

• Enhancement of historic vennel route.

• Retention, renovation and re-purposing of Vennel Cottage (a non-designated heritage asset) and associated 

opportunities for public access.

• Increased public understanding of the lost historic burgage plots through sensitive and innovative design. 

• Implementation of historic interpretation by way of a public art strategy within the site. 

• Increased appreciation of the Conservation Area through the enhancement of public access and public space. 

Old Elvet front elevation

Old Elvet Rear Elevation Vennel Cottage Elevation
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Heritage Benefits of the Proposal

To comment further on these proposals, please visit: 

www.durham.ac.uk/elvetwaterside
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Boundary Treatments of The Vennel

Site Response:

• Using the distinctive grain of the burgage plots and vennel as the 

building grid, the scheme highlights its heritage, emphasising that 

which was previously hidden. 

• The burgage plots are lifted into the building form, creating an all-

encompassing roof with accommodation slid beneath. The mass 

associated with conventional building form is dissipated. 
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