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April has been another busy month on site, here’s the latest news from the team.
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 � The first-floor slabs for Block A1 are now complete and 
the first-floor wall panels are now being installed on A1 
and A2.

 � The roof finishes on Blocks A3 and A4 are ongoing, with 
external insulation and brick tie channels complete. 
Brick ties are used to join the inner and outer layers of 
a wall to ensure the two parts work together. The brick 
works are now progressing up to the second floor on 
these blocks and the mechanical and electrical (M&E)
services containment works have started. The internal 
boarding has also commenced.

 � On the University Hub, the ground and first-floor slabs 
have been cast. Fire proofing works are ongoing and 
work on the steel framing system (SFS), which makes 
up the walls, has started. The roof sheets are now in 
place and the M&E services installation commenced at 
the beginning of the month.

 � On Blocks B1 and B2 the roof slabs have now been 
cast. The brick works are going well with both 
blocks reaching first-floor level. M&E first fix works 
commenced at the end of March and are continuing.

 � The ground floor slab for Block B3 is now complete.

 � Over on Block B4 the upper areas have been prepared 
and the ground beams were installed at the beginning of 
April.

 � The upper and lower ground floor slabs for B5 are 
now complete and the interface with the contiguous 
(retaining) walls is underway.

 � The piles and caps for the 17th College heart building 
have started and works to the contiguous walls are 
continuing.

 � Over on the 
new multi-use 
games area 
(MUGA) stairs the 
earthworks and 
foundations are 
now complete.

 � The highways 
works are now complete with handover agreed with 
Durham County Council Highways. All gates to the site 
now fully in use.

 � The slab for the new substation is complete with 
installation of high and low voltage (HV and LV) 
electrical plant and enclosures. Northern Power has 
completed its installation and services are live.

What’s happening 
on site?
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The Build UK Open Doors event took place at the end of March, with 
visitors able to book their place to see behind the scenes on the Mount 
Oswald construction site. The event was a success, with all four visits 
fully booked in advance. Everyone enjoyed the visits, where they were 
able to find out more about the complex construction project.

 � The first floor wall panels for Blocks 
A1 and A2 will be continuing and work 
on the second floor slabs for A2 will 
commence soon.

 � We will be finishing works on the roof 
coverings for Blocks A3 and A4.

 � The internal M&E fit out for A3, A4, B1 
and B2 will be continuing.

 � Works on the steel framing system (SFS) 
for the University Hub will continue, 
along with the first fix M&E installation.

 � Brick works and the window installations 
will be continuing on Blocks B1 and B2 
and work on the roof coverings will 
commence soon.

 � The precast beams will be installed for 
Block B4 and the floor slabs will be cast.

 � The pile cap works and ground beam 
installation for the 17th College heart 
building will be completed and works to 
the contiguous walls will also continue.

 � Work will soon commence on the sports 
play pitch formation for the multi-use 
games area (MUGA), as well as the MUGA 
stairs and car parking area.

What’s coming up?

New College Durham Students
Over the last three months over 50 

students from New College Durham 

have visited the site as part of their 

apprenticeship programmes. This will 

be ongoing on a fortnightly basis for the 

remainder of the project. Four students 

have also joined our teams on site. They 

will work with us for two weeks before 

returning to college for two weeks and 

then back to site. We expect to support 20 

students throughout the scheme with this 

initiative. 

BUSINESS AS USUAL FOR INTERSERVE CONSTRUCTION

There has been a lot of media coverage surrounding 

Interserve recently. As a result of the shareholder’s vote 

on 15 March 2019 our parent company, Interserve Plc 

was placed into administration and sold to a new entity 

trading as Interserve Group Limited. This change provided 

Interserve Group Limited with a robust balance sheet and 

strong cash position to move forward positively. For clarity 

Interserve Construction was not put into administration and 

continues to trade as normal under the new parent company. 


