
MOUNT OSWALD 
                OBSERVER

An Interserve Newsletter for the Mount Oswald Project
For more information, please contact lucy.cooper@interserve.com

The Interserve team has made some great progress onsite since the last newsletter. The site has 
been transformed and you can now see the levels of the completed scheme as you look across the 
site. Here is the latest update from site.
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 � We are progressing with the foundations for the 
John Snow College buildings. This includes the 
construction of raft foundations for blocks A3 and 
A4 and piled foundations for blocks A1 and A2.

 � The contractor’s car park is now nearing 
completion so we can prepare for the increase 
in personnel on site as we head into a 
‘superstructure’ phase. Superstructure simply 
means that the buildings are above ground, so the 
construction once the foundations are complete.

 � We have also cast the foundations for our new site 
offices which will be installed on site later this month.

 � Last week we poured the concrete for the first slab. 
This meant undertaking a process called power-
floating to achieve the required finish.

What’s happening on site?



What’s coming up?
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Power Floating
A power float is a piece of light 
construction equipment that is used 
to apply a smooth finish to concrete 
slabs. Power float machines are fitted 
with circular pans to help smooth 
the concrete before metal blades are 
rotated over the surface adjusting the 
tilt to achieve a hardened surface. 

What are raft foundations?

Raft foundations are large continuous 
reinforced concrete slabs that extend under 
the whole building, that ‘floats’ on the ground 
the same way a raft floats on water. This type 
of foundation spreads the load of the building 
over a larger area than other foundations, 
lowering the pressure on the ground.

Rather than trying to anchor the building, in 
the event of subsidence the raft is designed to 
absorb the movement, protecting the structure 
of the building sitting on top. Because rafts 
can bridge across weak areas, they’re also 
often used on compressible backfill land, sites 
with groundwater or clay prone to excessive 
shrinkage, and areas with unpredictable 
geological conditions such as streams flowing 
deep below the surface.

 � At the beginning of November we will be starting to 
erect the light gauge steel structure for the townhouses. 
This is the frame that will be used to create the external 
envelope of the new buildings.

 � In preparation for this steel arriving the first crane will be 
coming to site.

 � The first of the pre cast ground beam foundations will 
also be arriving on site in early November. This signifies 
the start of the John Snow cluster blocks coming out 
of the ground. Ground beams sit between the piled 
foundations to support the new superstructure.

 � Piling will be continuing for the remaining blocks of 
the South College and we will be forming the raft 
foundations for the South College town houses.

 � We will be completing the early retaining structures on 
Block B2.

Groundbreaking
On Monday 3rd September, representatives from Durham 
University, Equitix, Campus Living Villages and Interserve 
celebrated the commencement of works on site with an official 
turf-cutting ceremony.


