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The Interserve team has arrived on site to start work on the Mount Oswald project. The development 

consists of nine accommodation blocks split over two colleges and three ancillary and support buildings. 

The facilities will be self-catering with a mix of ensuite rooms, shared bathrooms, cluster flats and 

townhouses. There will be a hub, with an events hall, gym, music practice rooms, a launderette, faith room 

and administrative space as well 

as a multi-use games area. 

Construction will move from west 

to east across the site, starting with 

Blocks A3 and A4, then A1 and A2 

followed by the Hub and moving round 

to the B blocks. 

Throughout the project Interserve 

will provide regular newsletters and 

communications so that you know 

what’s happening on site.  We will 

also be tweeting using the hashtag 

#MountOswald which you can follow 

to see what the site looks like behind 

the hoardings. 
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To ensure that the opportunities on the Mount Oswald 
Scheme were made available to the local supply chain, 
we held a Meet the Buyer event back in December last 
year. Members of the Interserve project team hosted 
the event, which allowed local companies and suppliers 
to come and find out more about the scheme and 
the opportunities available. As a company Interserve 
Construction aims to place a minimum of 65% of orders 
with suppliers local to each site, making sure the project 
benefits the local economy.

Meet the Buyer



 � We have now put the hoarding 
up around the perimeter of the 
site. Over the next few weeks the 
graphics will be added to this.

 � We are creating a contractor’s car 
park for use by the team for the 
duration of the project and we have 
a traffic management plan in place 
to reduce the effect of deliveries to 
site on local traffic.

 � The bulk earthworks have now 
commenced. We will be removing 
and moving large quantities of soil 
to create the right level for the new 
buildings. In the next few weeks we 
will be moving around 50,000m3 of 
clay which will all be retained on site 
to cut and fill levels, and stripping 
12,000m3 of topsoil, retaining 
5,000m3 of this on site.

What’s happening on site?

 � Three new entrances will be created 
on the northern access road.

 � Work will be starting on the on-
site drainage and services before 
the end of August.

 � We will be starting our piling works 
at the end of September. Piles are 
a type of foundation that are put 
in the ground below a building to 
transfer the load of the structure 
and allow the weight to be evenly 
distributed. The type of piling we are 
using is Continual Flight Auger (CFA), 
this is virtually vibration free and 
one of the quietest forms of piling.

What’s  
coming up?
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Considerate Constructors Scheme
The Considerate Constructors 
Scheme is an independent non-
profit organisation that works 
to improve the image of the 
construction industry. The Code 
of Considerate Practice commits 
the site to care about appearance, 
respect the community, protect the 
environment, secure everyone’s 

safety and value their workforce. 
As a partner, Interserve commits 
to registering all of its projects 
with the scheme. To find out more 
about the Considerate Constructors 
Scheme visit  
www.ccscheme.org.uk or call 0800 
783 1423.

What is piling?
Piles are a type of foundation 
that are put in the ground 
below a building to transfer 
the load of the structure 
and allow the weight to be 
evenly distributed.  The type 
of piling being used on Mount 
Oswald is Continuous Flight 
Auger (CFA) piling.  This is 
the quietest form for piling 
and is virtually vibration 
free, making it ideal for 
working in close proximity 
to existing buildings.  CFA 
piles are produced by 
drilling into the ground with 
a hollow stemmed auger 
to the required depth or 
degree of resistance. As the 
ground is penetrated, the 
soil travels up the flight and 
once above ground level is 

removed by the automated 
auger cleaner. Concrete is 
then pumped through the 
rotary table to the toe of 
the pile and as the auger 

is withdrawn pressure is 
maintained so as to prevent 
voids being formed or the 
walls of the pile collapsing in. 
Steel reinforcement is then 
inserted into the concrete pile 
to the required depth.


