
Welcome to the first issue of the Colas newsletter for the Durham University Infrastructure Improvements project. 

What will the project deliver?

The project is an £8m investment from the University to support and enhance the safe and sustainable movement of 
pedestrians, cyclists and road users around campus. Existing cycleways and footpaths will be improved, new ones will be 
created and a new car park will be created at Upper Mountjoy near the new Mathematical Sciences and Computer Science 
building. 

Colas will be delivering this project in two sections and creating this monthly 
newsletter to inform you of what is happening. We’d love for you to get in 
touch with us via our contact details displayed on the next page. 
This project is a major investment from the University and we are keen to 
hear your views throughout the duration of the works.
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Detailed information and a site plan is available on the project web page but 
we’ve also created some images to show how the completed works will look:
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Throughout the project, we will be 
organising presentations and drop-
in sessions. Our next presentation 
will be at the Grey College Junior 
Common Room on Thursday 23 
January at 2pm. Just turn up and 
we’d love to meet you then.

The new foot and cycle path past Grey College, 
parallel to South Road.

The new foot and cycle path past the Botanic 
Garden, seen from Howlands Park & Ride.
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What works are coming up?
A new cycleway running alongside the Principal’s 

residence and sports pitches at Collingwood 
College, ending at the Howlands Park & Ride. This 

started on Monday 6 January and is on track to 
finish on Monday 10 February.

Key Facts about the Project
• We will be planting 19 new trees on campus to replace those 

that are being removed from Collingwood College, as part of 
our promise to have a neutral effect on the biodiversity.

• Colas will be adopting a ‘No Dig’ construction method along 
this cycle route, which involves the use of a plastic crate 
system to build up off the existing ground in order to protect 
tree roots.

• For your safety, new street lighting columns and CCTV will be 
added to the new cycle path.

• Accessibility features have been incorporated into the design 
to promote inclusivity and ensure access for all; these features 
include ramps, dropped kerbs and tactile paving.
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For any further information, please contact 
durham@colas.co.uk or visit www.durham.ac.uk/infrastructure

Start of Project - December 2019

Completion of Section Two and Project - April 2021

Completion of Section One / Start of Section Two - September 2020

current project status

Phase 1: Footpath improvements outside Bill Bryson library 

Phase 7: Collingwood to Howlands Park & Ride cycleway

Phase 8: Footpath improvements between Hollingside and Howlands

Phase 9: New pedestrian crossing on South Road

Phase 5: Footpath from Elvet Hill to Elvet Hill Road

Phase 6: Widened footpath at the Howlands Park & Ride and South Road junction

Phase 11: New footpaths around Upper Mountjoy

Phase 3: Footpaths and cycleway around Grey College

Phase 4: New shared footpath and cycleway crossings at the rear of Grey College

Phase 10: Footpath at the Hollingside Lane/South Road junction

Phase 12: New footpath at the front of Victor Watts Library, Grey College

Phase 13: New footpath along Hollingside Lane to the new carpark access road

Phase 2: New cycleways and footpaths around Grey College
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Project Timeline
Here’s how the works across the project will progress, and where we’re up to:
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