
Inaugural lecture
of Professor Robert Coe

Director of CEM and Professor of Education at the School of Education

The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Christopher Higgins invites you to attend the

18th June 2013 at 5.30pm
School of Education  

Room ED101
Despite the apparently plausible and widespread belief 
to the contrary, the evidence that levels of attainment in 
schools in England have systematically improved over 
the last 30 years is unconvincing. 

Much of what is claimed as school improvement is 
illusory, and many of the most commonly advocated 
strategies for improvement are not robustly proven to 
work.

Recent growth of interest in evidence-based practice 
and policy appears to offer a way forward; but the 
evidence from past attempts to implement evidence-
based approaches is rather disappointing.

Overall, an honest and critical appraisal of our experience 
of trying to improve education is that, despite the best 
intentions and huge investment, we have failed – so far 
– to achieve it.

Specifically, I will argue that we need to do four things: 
to be clear what kinds of learning we value; to evaluate, 
and measure properly, teaching quality; to invest in 
high-quality professional development; and to evaluate 
robustly the impact of changes we make. 

Robert Coe is Professor in the School of  
Education and Director of the Centre for Evaluation 
and Monitoring (CEM) at Durham University. CEM 
is the largest educational research centre in a 
UK university and has provided assessment and 
monitoring systems to many thousands of schools 
since 1983. Around a million children take CEM’s 
assessments every year in more than 50 countries 

Before embarking on an academic career, Rob Coe 
was a teacher of mathematics, with experience in a 
range of secondary schools and colleges. He joined 
Durham University as a full-time PhD student in 1995 
and then stayed on as a Research Associate and 
Lecturer, becoming Director of CEM in 2010. He has 
been a member of policy or technical advisory groups 
for organisations including The Sykes Commission 
on Assessment, Ofqual, Department for Education, 
AQA, Pearson, Cambridge Colloquium on Educational 
Assessment, and the Teacher Development Trust.
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