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The recommended minimum level of protection for safety footwear for students should 
provide 200 joule protection to the toecap The British Standard information to look for is as 
follows: 
 

 RECOMMENDED: Footwear which complies with BSEN345 or EN ISO 20345 –  
and protection level SB (Safety Basic) is acceptable (200 Joule protection). Levels 
S1, S2, S3, S4 or S5 which are higher would all be perfectly acceptable. Any 
suffixes (P, C, A, HI, CI, E, WEU, HRO) designate additional safety features which 
would all be acceptable, see table below. 

 

 NOT RECOMMENDED: Footwear which only complies to BSEN346 or EN ISO 
20346. It only offers 100 Joule toecap protection. The designation for the levels of 
BSEN346 are PB, P1, P2, P3 i.e. look for BS footwear with an “S” rating.  

 

 NOT RECOMMENDED: “Safety Mules” or similar with open backs, which, although 
they may comply with the British Standard (which concentrates on toe and 
underfoot protection) provide no protection to the heel. 

 
The P suffix in addition to an S rating (offers penetration resistance) for BSEN345 whilst 
not essential it is a worthwhile addition.  
 
 

 
http://www.hse.gov.uk/foi/internalops/oms/2009/03/om200903app6.pdf  Appendix 6 European standards and 
markings for foot and leg protection.     (accessed 01/02/2017) 

 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/foi/internalops/oms/2009/03/om200903app6.pdf
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Footwear may be purchased from Builders Merchants, DIY sheds, or even some shoe 
shops, however we recommend purchasing from a specialist safety supplier such as Arco. 
You will pay substantially more for a branded product e.g. Dr Martens than for own-brand 
products from a specialist supplier. The branded products can offer inferior protection and 
comfort.  
 
Arco (approximately 40 branches nationwide) carry several brands of safety footwear in a 
large range of fittings and sizes. Whilst we would recommend going to a branch so that 
you can try on for fit, Arco footwear may be purchased over the web 
(http://www.arco.co.uk). In this case it would make sense for students to group their 
purchases to get free delivery (orders over £50). 
 
Suggested cheaper Arco models are (prices valid at 01/02/2017): 

 Arco 6D2800 Safety Chukka Boot (S1 P) £17.83 + VAT, sizes 3 –12 

 Arco 663300 Black Safety Shoe (S1 P)  £21.62 + VAT sizes 6 – 12 

 Arco 639400 Tan Rigger Boot (S1 P) £35.68 + VAT sizes 6 – 12 

 Arco 6H8000 Safety Trainer (S1 P) £32.43 + VAT sizes 3 – 12 

 Arco 6G9700 Ladies Safety Shoe (S1 P) £35.68 + VAT sizes 3 – 8 
 
Alternative web suppliers would be Screwfix (http://www.screwfix.com) or Toolstaion 
(http://www.toolstation.com). 
 

http://www.arco.co.uk/
http://www.screwfix.com/
http://www.toolstation.com/

