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Papers 
 

Papers - accepted 
 

Allen, M.B. & Armstrong, H.A., (2008) Arabia-Eurasia collision and the forcing of mid-Cenozoic 
global cooling, Palaeogeography, Palaeoecology, Palaeoclimatology, doi: 
10.1016/j.palaeo.2008.04.021. 
 
C.J. Greenroyd, C. Peirce, M. Rodger, A.B. Watts & R.W. Hobbs, (2008) Do fracture zones 
define continental margin segmentation? – evidence from the French Guiana margin, Earth and 
Planetary Science Letters. 
 
J. Pim, C. Peirce, A.B. Watts, I. Grevemeyer and A. Krabbenhoeft, (2008) Crustal structure and 
origin of the Cape Verde Rise, Earth and Planetary Science Letters, 10.1016/j.epsl.2008.05.012. 
 
Papers – published 
 

Dale, C.W., Luguet, A., Macpherson, C.G., Pearson, D.G. & Hickey-Vargas, R., (2008). 
Extreme platinum-group element fractionation and variable Os isotope compositions in Philippine 
Sea Plate basalts: Tracing mantle source heterogeneity, Chemical Geology, 248, 213-238. 
 
Mo, X., Y. Niu, G. Dong, Z. Zhao, Z. Hou, S. Zhou & S. Ke, (2008) Contribution of syncollisional 
felsic magmatism to continental crust growth: A case study of the Paleogene Linzizong Volcanic 
Succession in southern Tibet, Chemical Geology, 250, 49-67. 
 
Niu, Y. & M.J. O'Hara, (2008) Global correlations of ocean ridge basalt chemistry with axial depth: 
A new perspective, Journal of Petrology, 49, 633-664. 
 
Niu, Y., (2008) The origin of alkaline lavas, Science, 320, 883-884. 
 

 
Awards 

Yaoling Niu has been awarded a Leverhulme Research Fellowship (01/01/2009 to 31/12/2010), 
providing field and lab support for six months. 
 
Alan Rooney was awarded the Gustavus E. Archie Memorial International Grant from the 
American Association of Petroleum Geologists, for "Application of the Rhenium-Osmium system 
to evaluate Proterozoic petroleum systems and Re-Os complexation in source rocks." Jen Martin 
and Jon Long have also received AAPG Grants-in-Aid Awards from the AAPG Foundation towards 
their PhD research. Jen received the Duncan A. McNaughton Memorial Grant, Jon received the 
Horst & Jessie von Bandat Memorial Grant. 
 
Dominic Maloney has won the award for best presentation at the BG Group Ph.D. Student Forum - 
an event held once a year for students sponsored by BG Group at any stage of their Ph.D. His talk 
was: The Implications of Post Faulting Shale Mobilisation on the Geometry of Deepwater Fold and 
Thrust Belts: Deepwater Niger Delta. 
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Fieldwork/cruises 

 
OBIC are in the process of a 50 instrument large-scale OBS deployment offshore Sumatra 
investigating the rupture mechanisms of the 2004/5 great earthquakes. This is their largest service 
provision to date. 

 
Roger Searle will be at sea May 23 to June 28, leading a research expedition to the Mid-Atlantic 
Ridge on RRS James Cook. The aim is to dtermine the volcanic stratigraphy of a complete axial 
volcanic ridge, date the growth of the ridge and its component volcanoes, and determine the 
structural, geochemical and temporal links between different volcanic edifices and styles.  Phd 
student Chris Mallows, prospective Durham post-doc Kay Achenbach and prospective Durham PhD 
student Isobel Yeo will be joining him (Kay and Isobel are currently just completing their degrees 
and will join the Department formally later this summer).  Jon Davidson and Yaoling Niu are co-
investigators.  Follow the cruise blog at http://www.classroomatsea.net/ 
 
Charlie Wilson and Howard Armstrong have been exceedingly fortunate to take part in a field 
expedition to the Palaeozoic Kufra basin in southern Libya with explorationists from StatoilHydro 
and Wintershall. New contacts have been made with the potential for expanding work into the Sirt 
Basin and down column. Highlights included fantastic rocks, visiting the remotest town on earth, 
surviving 43oC field days and no beer for 3 weeks.  The central Sahara is an amazing and scary 
place. 
 

Talks and presentations 
 
Ed Llewellin gave a Research Seminar at the Environmental Science Department at Lancaster on 
"Development of magma permeability during an eruption" on 3rd April. This has led to a new 
research collaboration with Steve Lane, Hugh Tuffen and Mike James. 
 
Ekaterina Vsemirnova gave poster presentation at AGU Ocean Sciences Meeting, Orlando, Florida, 
3-7 of March. Titled "The moving water quandary"; authors: E.Vsemirnova, C.Papenberg, 
D.Klaeschen and R.Hobbs; 
 
Ekaterina Vsemirnova gave poster presentation at EGU General Assembly, Vienna, 14-18 of April. 
Titled "Seismic Imaging of water mixing around the large eddy currents in the Gulf of Cadiz"; 
authors E.Vsemirnova and R.Hobbs. 
 

Anything Else 
 

PubVolc goes live! Pubvolc (www.pubvolc.net) is a new online tool for the volcanology 
community, developed by Ed Llewelin. Pubvolc facilitates free and rapid communication of the 
latest published research. Users upload details of their recently-published volcanology articles to the 
PubVolc database - once a month this is circulated to all 2,500 subscribers of the existing 
VolcanoList mailing list. The site allows readers to request a reprint directly from the author, 
enabling researchers from poorly-resourced institutions around the world to access the latest 
research for free! If you think a similar resource would benefit your research community, please 
contact Ed Llewellin. 
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