
BSc Geology (F600)

https://www.dur.ac.uk/earth.sciences/ugadmissions/ourcourses/geol2017/

Year 1
Compulsory modules
• Earth Materials
• Understanding Earth Sciences
• Field Studies
• Geoinformatics
• Environment and Resources 

Optional modules
• Mathematical Methods in Geosciences 
• Further Mathematics for Geoscientists
• Up to two modules from another 
  academic department

Year 2
Compulsory modules
• Fieldwork (Geological) 
• Structural Geology and Tectonics 
• Palaeoecology and Sedimentology
• Igneous and Metamorphic Geochemistry 
  and Petrology

Optional modules
• Geophysical Methods for Geoscientists 
• Hydrology and Climate
• Modelling Earth Processes
• One module from another academic 
  department

Year 3
Compulsory modules
• Dissertation 

Optional modules
• Petrology, Geochemistry and Global 
  Tectonics 
• Earth System and Climate 
• Earth Structure and Dynamics
• Advanced Geophysics
• Volcanology and Magmatism
• Deformation Processes of the Lithosphere
• Environmental Geochemistry
• Earth Sciences into Schools
• Geological Evolution and Petroleum 
  Systems of the British Isles

Year 3
Independent geological mapping disserta-
tion, UK or abroad (6 weeks)
Cyprus (1 week)
Optional Tenerife (1 week)

Year 1
Induction day-trip to Weardale
Local day-trips to practise field skills
Lake District (1 Week)

Year 2
Assynt, NW Scotland (1 Week)
Almeria, Southern Spain (1 Week)

@DurUniEarthSci

In the summer between 2nd and 3rd year you will undertake a 6-week-long independent geological mapping project in 
the UK or abroad. This is your chance to show off your geological knowledge and skills and produce a major piece of 
work to take pride in. You will gather data in the field, trace out geological boundaries, establish the sequence of geo-
logical events and understand the 3D arrangement of rock units in the ground. This research will be written up into a 
poster-sized geological map and a long-format report on the geological history of your mapping area. 

Our Geology degree provides you with a broad, in-depth understanding of the Earth in time and space. You will learn 
the latest ideas about the structure of the Earth, about how life evolved on the planet, what causes rocks to melt and 
volcanoes to erupt, and much, much more.  

Over the course of your degree you will spend many days in the field honing your technical skills and learning how to 
put theory into practice to understand how the planet works. You will graduate with the specialist knowledge and ex-
pertise necessary to succeed in many and varied careers in the geoscience sector and beyond. 

Module choice subject to availability


