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Summary of Opinion 

 

This report analyses the survey data obtained for the university wide consultation on divestment 
from fossil fuels which posed two questions which yielded quantitative and qualitative data:  

 

1. Do you believe that Durham University should divest from companies involved in fossil fuel 
extraction? 

 

2. Do you believe that Durham University should invest in companies involved in fossil fuel 
extraction if they are also involved in renewable and green technologies? 

 

Data Analysis 

 

Table 1: A breakdown of responses across question 1 and question 2 

       Yes  No Total 

 

Question 1  507 123 630 

Question 2  199 431 630 

 

 

Of the 630 responses the majority of respondents (80%) voted in favour of divestment from fossil 
fuel companies. The majority of respondents also voted against investing in fossil fuel companies 
who are also involved in green and renewable technologies (68%).  
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Thematic Analysis of proffered opinion 

A number of key themes were identified from survey and email responses. A large proportion of 
respondents identified that the reasons behind their selections were based on the negative effects 
of fossil fuel usage (largely combustion) on the environment, specifically climate change. 
Consistent with this a number of respondents mentioned in their comments that many purely green 
companies* exist. Respondents also referred to a perceived damage that investing in such 
companies may do to Durham University’s prestige and reputation and suggested that Durham 
University has a responsibility as an education establishment to take a stand against fossil fuel 
companies. 

Some respondents also opined that an investment in companies involved in both fossil fuels and 
renewables and green technologies should be dependent upon the individual company; 
specifically the company’s strategy, beliefs, the size of the green investment in these companies 
and whether or not the company in question is instead using renewables and green technologies 
as a greenwashing technique. 

 

Next Steps 

On 13th February 2017 the Divestment Commission met to discuss these findings. Moving 
forward, the Commission will engage with stakeholders to quantify risks to the University regarding 
its research and educational environments.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* The commission notes that due to infrastructure and the requirement of fossil fuels in 
their building, “purely green” is a misnomer. 

 


