
 

     

     
 

Disability Support:Acceptable Evidence for Specific 

Learning Differences 

Advice and Guidance for Prospective Students 2019 

 

Durham University is committed to supporting students with Specific Learning Differences such 

as dyslexia and dyspraxia through a number of support mechanisms, including implementing 

appropriate reasonable adjustments and exam concessions.  We require suitable evidence for 

Higher Education in the form of a full diagnostic report that has been undertaken by a practitioner 

psychologist or a suitably qualified specialist teacher holding a current Assessment Practising 

Certificate which adhere to current  SpLD Assessment Standards Committee (SASC) 

guidelines. 

 

Some students hold evidence from assessments done at school such as form 8/JCQ.  

Unfortunately, these cannot be accepted, as they are not full diagnostic assessments. 

 

Although there is now no lower age  limit at  which reports can be accepted, they do need to 

contain  appropriate tests  as per the SpLD Working Group 2005/DfES guidelines 

(http://www.sasc.org.uk/). This includes appropriate attainment in literacy (reading, spelling and 

writing), underlying ability and cognitive processing tests. 

 

If you require a new report because either your current evidence does not meet the required 

criteria, or you are seeking a new diagnosis, please ensure the person undertaking the 

assessment is either:   

 

 A chartered or practitioner psychologist registered with the Health Care Professions 

Council (HCPC). 

Or 

 A specialist teacher assessor holding an approved qualification and a current SpLD 

Assessment Practising Certificate (APC), or are registered with the Health Care 

Professions Council (HCPC). 

 



 

 

It is also advisable to check they have experience in conducting  Diagnostic Assessments for 

people engaged in higher education. 

To source a new assessment: 

 

 A chartered or practitioner psychologist, visit https://www.bps.org.uk/lists/DIR and 

search for an educational assessment. 

 

 A specialist teacher assessor, visit https://www.patoss-

dyslexia.org/SupportAdvice/TutorAssessorIndex/.  

 
You need to register with the website (free) to carry out a search.  Ensure that the 

assessor has a PATOSS issued practicing certificate number, which will be stated in the 

listing. 

 

As assessors operate as private practitioners, their fees can vary, but it is reasonable to expect to 

pay anywhere from £300 upwards.  

 

If you are in need of financial support for this, you may be eligible to apply to the University 

Hardship Fund, once you have registered at the university, for financial assistance in meeting this 

cost. 

 

We also advise you to clarify if you are eligible to apply for funded Disabled Students 

Allowances (DSA), via Student Finance. If so, you will be required to submit evidence matching 

that required by ourselves. The  process takes some weeks to complete, if eligible, and so it is 

wise to explore this as soon as possible to ensure funded support can be in place at the start of 

term. 

We hope this information is helpful to you.  Please do contact us if you have any questions. 

 
Disability Support,  

The Palatine Centre, 
Durham University, Stockton Road, 

Durham DH1 3LE 
Tel: +44 (0)191 334 8115 

disability.adviser@durham.ac.uk  
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