
Visit of the inter-religious choir Pontanima to Durham University 

On Monday, 5th March 2018, the interreligious choir Pontanima from Sarajevo held a concert at 

Durham Cathedral. The choir has made itself a name, both in Bosnia-Herzegovina and more globally, 

for its unique way of ‘singing’, rather than ‘talking’, reconciliation.  

Composed of a diverse membership, the choir performs music from the different religious influences 

of Bosnia-Herzegovina. In their own special way, their show their audiences that diversity is to be 

celebrated rather than loathed, and that reconciliation can happen through music.  

In cooperation with the Woolf Institute at Cambridge University, the School of Government and 

International Affairs and the Durham Global Security Institute hosted Pontanima for a concert at 

Durham Cathedral, in the spirit of solidarity. To that end, Dave Temple from the Durham Miners’ 

Association gave an address to remind the audience of the historical links between the Durham 

miners and the miners of the Bosnian town Tuzla, who had mutually supported each other in times 

of hardship. Nedžad Avdić, a survivor of the 1995 Srebrenica massacre in Bosnia-Herzegovina, by 

telling his personal story, set the scene of the violent war from which the choir originally emerged. 

The Pontanima choir excelled in their performance by singing a representation of the colourful 

religious and cultural landscape of Bosnia-Herzegovina. Many members of the audience were clearly 

moved when witnessing how the music performed symbolised the powerful ways in which the 

traumas of the Bosnian past can be addressed through the power of music and transformed into a 

message of reconciliation that transcends national borders.  

Prior to Pontanima’s performance, the Durham Global Security Institute facilitated a presentation 

with both Friar Ivo Marković, founder of the Pontanima choir, and Nedžad Avdić, survivor of the 

1995 Srebrenica massacre in Bosnia-Herzegovina.  The duality of ideas and issues presented in this 

session gave a profound insight on both the complexities and possibilities of peacebuilding in Bosnia-

Herzegovina. Friar Marković’s presentation focused on a call for reconciliation, as a positive 

rebuilding of relationships.  He showed that Pontanima’s work is based on an innovative and 

creative space that allows for bringing different sides to work together and contribute to peace.  Mr. 

Avdić’s intervention allowed the audience to appreciate a survivor’s testimony, only to witness the 

strength, emotion and dedication that have led to his ongoing pursuit for justice and 

acknowledgment for those who experienced and survived atrocities amidst conflict.   This dialogue 

of different voices and experiences cast light on the difficult dilemmas that Bosnian society has had 

to face since its violent conflict in the 1990’s. 

It is the tension between justice and forgiveness, between moving on and acknowledgement, that 

came out as an important message of the seminar and the concert as a whole.  

Stefanie Kappler and Louis Monroy Santander 

For media coverage on the event, please have a look at: 

A BBC documentary filmed during the choir’s visit to the UK: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-

43472897/sarajevo-s-choir-that-bridged-the-ethnic-divide  

Radio Sarajevo on Pontanima’s UK tour: 

https://www.radiosarajevo.ba/metromahala/kultura/repriza-engleskog-koncerta-hor-pontanima-

na-fakultetu-islamskih-nauka/293864 (in the local language)  
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