
Your research proposal 

It is advised that you approach this task as if you were submitting a research proposal for a 

major piece of individual study such as your MSc dissertation. This does not oblige you to 

study this area for your actual dissertation once you are a student on the programme. 

Your research proposal of 1,500 words should cover the following topics: 

A working title of the topic area 

This should do more than convey the key words associated with the proposed research. 

General overview of area 

By way of introduction this should take the form of a relatively brief abstract of the general 

area of study and identify the discipline(s) within which it falls. You might also point here to 

the way in which your background gives you competences in your chosen area. 

Identification of the relevant literature 

In this section you should develop your proposal to demonstrate that you are aware of the 

debates and issues raised in relevant bodies of literature. References to key articles and texts 

should be made to show both that you appreciate their relevance to your research area.  

Key Research Questions 

Since you need to demonstrate that the topic can be completed within the normal time period 

allowed, you need to demonstrate that it is manageable and so focus on key questions within 

your niche area. 

Methodology 

You need to demonstrate an awareness of the methodological tools available to you and show 

some understanding of which would be suitable for your research. It may be that qualitative 

methods, including the analysis of interviews and date collection are appropriate. In other 

cases you may be combining methodologies. You need to specify the approach you feel will 

be most appropriate. 

Timescale/research planning 

You need to demonstrate an awareness of the need for planning and the timescale of the 

research. 

Bibliography 

You should include a short list of references to key articles and texts included in the 

application. 



Preparing Your Application 

Before writing your proposal and making your application you may find it very useful to 

consult the available literature on becoming and being a research student such as: 

 P Cryer, The Research Student’s Guide to Success 3rd Rev Ed (2006 Buckingham: 

Open University Press)   

 T Greenfield (ed.), Research Methods for Postgraduates 2nd Ed (2002 London: 

Arnold)  

 D Leonard, A Woman’s Guide to Doctoral Studies (2001 Buckingham: Open 

University Press)  

 R Murray, How to Write a Thesis 2nd Ed (2006 Buckingham: Open University Press)  

 E Phillips & D Pugh, How to Get a PhD: A Handbook for Students and Their 

Supervisors 4th Rev Ed (2005 Buckingham: Open University Press)  

 G Wisker, The Postgraduate Research Handbook (2001 Houndsmills: Palgrave)  

 D Wilkinson, The Essential Guide to Postgraduate Study (2005 London: Sage)  

 

 


