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General Abstract: Reconciliation is both internationally recognised while being informed by 

local context. Being a broad, at times fuzzy concept that takes place on different scales, from 

the personal to the public, and through different initiatives, ranging from truth commissions, 

tribunals, to commemorations and sport activities, the concept poses numerous 

challenges/problems for the anthropologist who investigates it. Against this background, we 

reflect on the complexities of examining reconciliation in our own work. Jacco discusses 

challenges to reconciliatory engagements with the past based on ongoing fieldwork with the 

Bangladeshi diaspora in London, while Ben explains the place of reconciliation in his 

preparation for fieldwork in Sri Lanka. 

 

Individual Abstracts 

Processes of reconciliation need to include an acknowledgement of past crimes. After all, 

when crimes have not been acknowledged, and when social, economic and political effects of 

violence have not been adjusted accordingly, attempts to achieve reconciliation run the risk of 

ending up as a façade of harmony that does not address deeper fault lines between individuals 

and groups. After several decades in which commemoration of the Bangladesh War of 1971 

emphasized military victory instead of civilian contributions, issues of accountability and 

acknowledgement have increasingly come up in Bangladesh and its diasporas. This process 

needs to be understood in the context of local and international developments that led to a 

shift in the place where reconciliation is expected to take place from the individual to the 

public. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork in London, Jacco investigates how contestations 

over the war and issues of acknowledgement and reconciliation play out transnationally. Here 

the reconciliation of Bangladesh’s foundational war needs to be understood in relation to the 

ways in which transnational networks and the global institutionalization of reconciliation 

shape reconciliatory practices. Against this background, Jacco examines the value of 

existential acknowledgement, or the ways in which the existence of a group and its 

entitlements are based on their proper existential status, in paving the way for a reconciliatory 

dialogue. 

Public figures in post-war Sri Lanka have made several claims about the capacity of cricket 

to foster reconciliation. Ben contends that the simplistic way these parties (and the wider 

Sport for Development and Peace movement) view reconciliation is problematic in the 

complex post-war context of Sri Lanka, wherein various competing concepts of reconciliation 

exist. Any analysis of reconciliation therefore requires robust contextualisation, and an 

examination of the processes by which these understandings develop and change. Based on 

the assertion that culturally specific notions of personhood, ethics and morality are what 

underpin concepts of reconciliation, Ben will argue that because it affects these notions, 

cricket may be a potentially excellent lens for examining the processes by which 

understandings of reconciliation come about. While it may be impossible to pin down how 

cricket can suitably effect reconciliation, because such an association has been made, it is 



definitely possible to access and examine how cricket affects the concepts that make up what 

reconciliation might be. Hence, Ben argues that in order for an examination of reconciliation 

to encompass these various competing concepts, one must attempt to understand the 

processes and the framework within which reconciliation can be realised. 

 


