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The panel traces the materiality of international relations manifested in contemporary 
infrastructure space. Infrastructures — such as logistics networks, energy systems, information 
and communication technologies (ICT) – have long shaped global politics. The expansion of 
capitalism was embedded in the development of infrastructures needed to facilitate the 
(controlled) flow people, goods, money, policies, ideas, etc. Contemporary transformations in 
global politics — among them crucially the intensification of commercialisation and the 
evolution of a global security dispositif — are based on and require the vast expansion and 
interconnection of tangible and intangible infrastructures under and above the earth’s surface. 
Infrastructural developments are not just technical exercises, but, as more recent studies show, 
show a hybrid relationality between the social world and materiality. Infrastructures are 
furthermore securitized in the context of international relationships. This panel explores how 
infrastructures and logistics relate to both geopolitical power and commercial interests. It also 
examines how the entanglement of military and commercial interests in the Global South 
created spatial materialisation of uneven relations of power that are deeply conflictual and 
violent at times. Furthermore, it aims to explore the relations between infrastructure and 
security relations in a global world order. 
 
We are interested in papers that explore the relation between infrastructures (roads, channels, 
ports, airports, electricity and broadband cables, pipes, satellite networks, energy system, ICTs) 
and international relations. We welcome contributions that look into the actors involved in their 
establishment, maintenance and expansion be it state or nonstate, military or commercial actors 
and into social struggles that accompany and shape infrastructural developments and the ways 
they are used and managed (logistics). We also welcome contributions that examine various 
world regions – be it comparative or singe case studies – that address: 
• the history and theorisation of infrastructures and logistics; that is how they shape 

international relations and vice versa. 
• how infrastructures are shaped by geopolitical and economic interests entrenched in 

international power dynamics.  
• how infrastructures, the seemingly ever-increasing connectivity, velocity of flows and the 

management of logistics affect political authority and local governance in the Global South. 
• the utilisation and selectivity of infrastructures; that is how mobility and immobility are 

organised, who is entitled to make use of it, and who is hindered and excluded? 
• how infrastructures are securitized in the context of international relationships. 

 
 
If you are interested, please send us abstracts of no more than 200 words by e-mail 
(jutta.bakonyi@durham.ac.uk and may.darwich@durham.ac.uk) by 5pm UK time on Friday 
17th May. We will reply to everyone who submits an abstract by Thursday 23rd May 
(approximately a week before the final submission deadline). 

 
 


