
News and Upcoming Events 
 

You can always check our news and events on our webpage www.durham.ac.uk/devdis or by 

following our tweets @DurhamDevDis. Here we provide just 3 current highlights: 

 

Centre Launch Event - The official launch of the Centre for Developmental Disorders took place 

on 22nd November 2017 and we were thrilled that this included the first annual public lecture for the 

Centre, delivered by Professor Gaia Scerif from Oxford University.  

Hosting an Annual Learning Disability Conference  - The Centre is pleased to have been asked 

to host the 17th ‘Seattle Club’ Conference for research on intellectual and developmental 

disabilities on 18-19th December 2017.  

Forthcoming Research: NIHR Funded Intervention – As part of a large team across Newcastle, 

Edinburgh and Durham Universities Dr Debbie Riby will be involved in investigating the clinical and 

cost effectiveness of a parent group intervention to manage restricted and repetitive behaviours in 

young children with ASD. The £1.3 million project will begin in April 2018. 
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This is the first annual issue of the Newsletter for the Centre for Developmental Disorders. We will 

give updates on current projects, insights from members of the Centre, and details of news and 

events.  

Our research focuses on a broad range of developmental conditions that impact upon daily living 

across the lifespan. The Centre takes a multi-disciplinary approach to bring together researchers, 

clinicians, mental health workers, and non-academic partners. We are lucky to have affiliated 

international members from a variety of countries, including the US, Japan and Australia.  

We look forward to sharing this exciting collaborative journey with you. 

Dr Deborah M Riby (Director), Dr Mary Hanley (Associate Director) 
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Miss Catherine Stanford 

 

I chose to apply to the MSc Developmental Psychopathology 

course at Durham because I was passionate about 

developing my knowledge of the field in order to train as an 

educational psychologist. The course overview convinced me 

that I could increase my understanding of the breadth and 

depth of psychological disorders, however, since September, I 
have found that this course will enable me to do much more than this. Through Critical Analysis, I 

am delving into current studies, gaining an extensive understanding of how to fully critique 

research, while gaining hands-on experience using gold standard measures. My dissertation 

project is particularly exciting and will give me the chance to conduct family systems research with 

‘neuro-diverse’ families. This course will allow me to hone my skills, knowledge and practical 

research abilities, to a point where I feel I have fully bridged the gap between my undergraduate 

knowledge and where I want to be in terms of my future career. 

Why did I choose to study for an MSc Developmental Psychopathology 

in Durham? 
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Our Recent Publications 

 
In each edition of the Newsletter we will showcase research from members of the Centre and here 

we provide to illustrations of our research work in Psychology and Education. 
 

 

Classroom displays – Attraction or Distraction? Evidence of impact on attention and 

learning from children with and without autism (2017) published in ‘Developmental 

Psychology’ 
 

Mary Hanley, Mariam Khairat, Korey Taylor, Rachel Wilson, Rachel Cole-Fletcher, & Deborah Riby, 

Durham University 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School refusal: Developments in conceptualisation and treatment since 2000 (in 

press) to be published in ‘Journal of Child Psychology & Psychiatry’ 
 

Julian G. Elliott, Durham University; Maurice Place, University of Northumbria 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paying attention is a critical first step toward learning. For 

children in primary school classrooms there can be many 

things to attend to other than the focus of a lesson, such as 

visual displays on classroom walls. The aim of this study was 

to explore the impact of visual displays on attention and 

learning for children with and without an autism spectrum 

disorder (ASD). Both groups of children watched videos of a 

teacher delivering mini lessons, after which they were asked 
questions to measure learning. The background of the video was manipulated, so that half of the 

videos contained high levels of classroom visual displays (HVD) and half had none (NVD).The 

presence of visual displays had a significant impact on attention for all children, but to a greater 

extent for children with ASD. Individual differences were important predictors of learning, but time 

spent attending the visual displays in HVD was the most important predictor. This has implications 

for the use of classroom visual displays for all children, but particularly for children with ASD.  

 

For more information go to:   

www.durham.ac.uk/devdis 

cdd@durham.ac.uk       @DurhamDevDis 

 

A generation has passed since the literature on the 

conceptualisation, assessment and treatment of school 

refusal was reviewed in JCPP (Elliott, 1999). In the light of 

considerable gaps in the literature, identified at that time, and 

growing international interest, the current paper sought to 

identify progress subsequently made this century. The paper 

opens with discussion of continuing conceptual uncertainty 

as to whether school refusal should incorporate both truancy 
and absenteeism marked by anxiety and distress. We then  
consider progress in treatment, and conclude by examining prognosis and subsequent adult 

functioning. In selecting intervention studies for review, our primary focus has been upon RCTs, 

systematic reviews and meta-analyses. The literature review indicates that, since the turn of the 

century, there has been little substantial advance in knowledge that can guide practitioners. Many 

of the issues raised in the 1999 paper, in particular conceptual confusion over this heterogeneous 

condition, a dearth of rigorous RCT designs, limited knowledge of underlying mechanisms, and 

uncertainty as to the long-term effects of specific forms of intervention, are little clearer than before. 

We conclude that there is a continuing need for rigorous studies that can provide evidence to 

support individualised and tailored responses to a incapacitating problem with many causes and 

manifestations. While a multisystem response to intervention approach is attractive, the 

practicalities of operating this across disparate professional borders are likely to present a long-

term challenge. 
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