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Why do energy efficiency measures often fail?
How will we transition into a post-carbon energy system? 
Why do some energy technologies spread, while others disappear? 
How can people be persuaded to change their energy habits?

// FULL OR PART-TIME

The MSc in Energy and Society investigates energy systems from all angles. On this course you will look at 
energy in practice, what it means to make an energy transition, what we mean by energy justice, and how 
energy practices change. 

The programme brings in leading experts in energy studies at Durham from Anthropology, Engineering, 
Economics, Law, Geography, Geosciences and many other departments. It is taught through intensive 
block-teaching, field-study, original dissertation research and a range of optional modules that 
complement the core teaching. You will learn about current and new energy technologies, histories of 
energy, how to understand energy policy, and how to study energy practices. 

A broad range of optional subjects enables you to tailor the course according to your particular interests – 
you can take modules in law, international politics, advanced engineering, geography, risk, development 
or resilience, depending on your prior qualifications. In your fully supported personal research project you 
will deepen your expertise in your chosen area.



Modules are taught from October to May and 
include core modules in Context and Challenges in 
Energy and Society, Energy, Society and Practices 
and Energy in Practice (Field study) and optional 
modules from across the university. Dissertation 
supervision continues until the dissertation is 
submitted, in September. Previous dissertations 
and research projects as part of the course have 
been undertaken in partnership with DONG 
Energy UK, Haringey Borough of London, National 
Energy Action, Durham County Council, energy 
enterprises and community energy schemes.  

This course attracts high quality applicants from 
all over the world and delivers highly-skilled 
graduates who are able to communicate across 
disciplines and countries to further environmental 
progress and energy justice. Graduates of 
the MSc will be in demand from industry, 
community organisations, Non-Governmental 
Organisations and governments around the 
world. Graduates have gone on to work in Energy 
justice organisations, local authorities, energy 
consultancies and further Doctoral study.

The course is suitable for those with an under-
graduate degree in any subject, or with relevant 
professional experience. 
 

The MSc Energy and Society is based 
in Durham University’s Department of 
Anthropology in association with the Durham 
Energy Institute.

Durham has one of the largest Anthropology 
departments in the world with 40 research-
active academic teaching staff working 
across the full range of the discipline.  Our 
Anthropology department is ranked in the 
top 50 of the prestigious QS World University 
Subject Rankings. The overall QS rankings 
also placed Durham 54th in the world for 
citations, recognising the impact and influence 
of its research among other academics, and 
31st globally for employer reputation, giving 
recognition to the quality of, and international 
demand for, Durham’s graduates.

Durham Energy Institute (DEI) covers the 
spectrum of energy research from technological 
innovation, to the social, political and economic 
dimensions of energy. DEI addresses energy 
challenges collaboratively through strong 
partnerships with industry, international 
partners, governments, community groups and 
other academic institutions. This ensures our 
research is relevant, timely and effective.
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FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE COURSE:   
www.durham.ac.uk/mscenergyandsociety 

The world’s energy challenges will not be solved by technology alone. Combining insights from 
social and technological sciences this MSc addresses how we can work together for energy change.   
 
FIND OUT MORE:  Degree Director, Dr Simone Abram  Email: anth.postgraduate@durham.ac.uk 
ABOUT DURHAM ENERGY INSTITUTE:  www.durham.ac.uk/dei

CONTACT

“Thank you for  
broadening my spectrum 
of knowledge in ways 
unimaginable”

“The combination 
of the industry and 
technical side of 
energy with policy, 
made this a really 
valuable year”

Freemans Reach Tour

Coal Day Tour

Hydro tour

Maggie 
Bosanquet, 
Durham 
County 
Council
“I encourage 
all of my team 
to attend the 
short courses 
provided by 
this Masters 
as it provides 
a wonderful 
opportunity for 
them to question 
the experts on 
the societal 
and technical 
challenges that 
my staff face 
every day”

@DEI_Durham   MScEnSoc


