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Announcing the opening 

of the new evidence centre 

for education 
www.durham.ac.uk/dece/ 

 

We are pleased to announce the opening of 

the Durham University Evidence Centre for 

education (DECE). DECE is a research 

centre that generates, assesses, synthesises 

and promotes robust evidence related to 

education policy and practice, with 

particular regard to inequalities and 

educational justice. The Centre includes 

educational sociologists, psychologists, 

geographers, health scientists, 

methodologists, and practitioners, based on a 

lifelong and society-wide view of education. 

It takes the wider outcomes of education 

seriously, including but beyond attainment 

and cognitive development, to issues such as 

mental health, well-being, attitudes and 

aspirations, personality, trust and civic 

participation, teacher supply and teacher and 

teaching quality. It promotes, evaluates and 

monitors the impact of high quality education 

research. We are happy to undertake rapid 

reviews, evidence summaries, evaluations, 

in-depth work, modelling and secondary data 

analyses. 

 

Our overall aim is to make a difference in 

education, improving outcomes that are 

relevant now and in the future.  

 

Founding Members: 

Prof Stephen Gorard (Director) 

Prof Carole Torgerson Prof Jens Beckman 

Prof Vikki Boliver Dr Nadine Beckman 

Dr Nadia Siddiqui Prof Rob Coe   

Dr Beng Huat See Prof Christine Merrell 

Prof Peter Tymms Prof Steve Higgins 

Dr Rebecca Morris  Dr Louise Gascoigne 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter @DECE_DU 

Learn more about us on our website: 

www.durham.ac.uk/dece/  

http://www.durham.ac.uk/dece/
http://www.durham.ac.uk/dece/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New publications 

 

Books 

 

 

Gorard, S., See, B,H. and Siddiqui, N. (2017) The 

trials of evidence-based education: The promises, 

opportunities and problems of trials in education. 

London: Routledge 

 

This book presents innovative methods for the 

design, conduct, analysis and use of evidence 

from robust evaluations like educational trials. 

The book describes the promise, the problems 

and the new opportunities as the attention of 

funders moves from only being interested in 

attainment outcomes to political concern about 

character-building and wider educational 

impacts. The latter is novel and also too 

frequently misunderstood, as explained in the 

latter part of the book. The results and 

implications of around 20 studies conducted by 

the authors are combined with a much larger 

number of studies from our systematic reviews, 

and their implications are spelled out for the 

research community, policy-makers, schools 

wanting to run their own evaluations, 

practitioners using evidence, and the wider  

public (who pay for research and who are the 

participants in education). 

 

 

Gorard, S. (2018) Education Policy: Evidence of 

equity and effectiveness, Bristol: Policy Press 
 

In this book Gorard discusses the issue of a fairer 

and more efficient education system – how it has 

been achieved and what more can be done in the 

future. This book provides a comprehensive 

examination of crucial education policy issues, 

such as differential attainment, the poverty 

gradient and the allocation of resources to 

education, to identify likely patterns and causes 

of disadvantage among students. This analysis is 

supported by 20 years of extensive research, 

based in the home countries of the UK and on 

work in all EU28 countries, EEA, Pakistan and 

Japan. 

 

This approachable, rich text brings invaluable 

insight into the underlying problems within 

education policy and proposes practical solutions 

for a brighter future.  

 

 

Articles 

 

See, B.H. (2018) Evaluating the evidence in 

evidence-based policy and practice: Examples 

from systematic reviews of literature. Research in 

Education. DOI: 10.1177/0034523717741915, 

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/003

4523717741915  

 

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0034523717741915
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0034523717741915


 

 

 

 

 

 

Wyse, D. and Torgerson, C. (2017), Experimental 

trials and ‘what works?’ in education: The case of 

grammar for writing. British Educational 

Research Journal. doi:10.1002/berj.3315 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/berj.3

315/full  

 

Siddiqui, N., Gorard,S. and See, BH. (2017) Can 

programmes like Philosophy for Children help 

schools to look beyond academic attainment? 

Educational Review 

http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/MtQnRKj7Nu

uW3sTbXtPm/full  

 

Gorard, S., Siddiqui, N. and Boliver, V. (2017) 

An analysis of school-based contextual indicators 

for possible use in widening participation, Higher 

Education Studies, 7, 2, 101-118 

http://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/hes/arti

cle/view/65977 

 

Gorard, S., Boliver, V., Siddiqui, N. and 

Banerjee, P. (2017) Which are the most suitable 

contextual indicators for use in widening 

participation to HE?, Research Papers in 

Education, 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/026

71522.2017.1402083?needAccess=true  

 

Siddiqui, S., Gorard, S. and See, B.H. (2017) Can 

programmes like Philosophy for Children help 

schools to look beyond academic attainment?, 

Educational Review, 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00131911.2017.140094

8 

 

See, B.H., Gorard, S. & Siddiqui, N. (2017). 

Does participation in uniformed group activities 

in school improve young people’s non-cognitive 

outcomes?. International Journal of Educational 

Research 85: 109-120.  

Morris, R. and Perry, T. (2017) Reframing the 

English grammar schools debate. Educational 

Review, 69(1): 1-24. 

Luyten, H., Merrell, C. & Tymms, P. (2017). 

The contribution of schooling to learning gains 

of pupils in Years 1 to 6. School Effectiveness 

and School Improvement 28(3): 374-405  

 

 

Reports 

 

Tymms, P. Howie, S., Merrell, C., Combrinks, C. 

and Copping, L. (2017)  The first year at school 

in the Western Cape: Growth, development and 

progress. London: Nuffield Foundation 

http://www.cem.org/attachments/Tymms-41637-

SouthAfricaFinalReport-Oct-2017.pdf  

 

Gorard, S., Siddiqui, N., See, BH, Smith, E. and 

White, P. (2017) Children’s University 

Evaluation Report and Executive Summary, 

London: Educational Endowment Foundation, 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/pr

ojects-and-evaluation/projects/childrens-

university/ 

 

Boliver, V., Crawford, C., Powell, M. & Craige, 

W. (2017) Admissions in Context: The use of 

contextual information by leading universities. 

London: The Sutton Trust 

 

Boliver, V., Gorard, S., Powell, M. & Moreira, T. 

(2017) Mapping and evaluating the use of 

contextual data in undergraduate admissions in 

Scotland. Edinburgh: The Scottish Funding 

Council 

 

 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/berj.3315/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/berj.3315/full
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/MtQnRKj7NuuW3sTbXtPm/full
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/MtQnRKj7NuuW3sTbXtPm/full
http://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/hes/article/view/65977
http://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/hes/article/view/65977
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/02671522.2017.1402083?needAccess=true
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/02671522.2017.1402083?needAccess=true
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00131911.2017.1400948
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00131911.2017.1400948
https://www.dur.ac.uk/education/staff/profile/?mode=pdetail&id=12058&sid=12058&pdetail=110372
https://www.dur.ac.uk/education/staff/profile/?mode=pdetail&id=12058&sid=12058&pdetail=110372
https://www.dur.ac.uk/education/staff/profile/?mode=pdetail&id=12058&sid=12058&pdetail=110372
https://www.dur.ac.uk/education/staff/profile/?mode=pdetail&id=14933&sid=14933&pdetail=105535
https://www.dur.ac.uk/education/staff/profile/?mode=pdetail&id=14933&sid=14933&pdetail=105535
https://www.dur.ac.uk/education/staff/profile/?mode=pdetail&id=640&sid=640&pdetail=108121
https://www.dur.ac.uk/education/staff/profile/?mode=pdetail&id=640&sid=640&pdetail=108121
http://www.cem.org/attachments/Tymms-41637-SouthAfricaFinalReport-Oct-2017.pdf
http://www.cem.org/attachments/Tymms-41637-SouthAfricaFinalReport-Oct-2017.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/projects/childrens-university/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/projects/childrens-university/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/projects/childrens-university/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/sass/staff/profile/?mode=pdetail&id=9700&sid=9700&pdetail=112884
https://www.dur.ac.uk/sass/staff/profile/?mode=pdetail&id=9700&sid=9700&pdetail=112884
https://www.dur.ac.uk/sass/staff/profile/?mode=pdetail&id=9700&sid=9700&pdetail=112931
https://www.dur.ac.uk/sass/staff/profile/?mode=pdetail&id=9700&sid=9700&pdetail=112931
https://www.dur.ac.uk/sass/staff/profile/?mode=pdetail&id=9700&sid=9700&pdetail=112931


 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent presentations include 

 

Higgins, S “Using Research Evidence to Improve 
Educational Outcomes for Children and Young 
People” to the British Psychological Society 
(Home Counties Branch) at the London School 
of Economics on Tuesday December 12th 

December 2017  

 
This lecture gave an overview of the Pupil 
Premium policy to raise attainment for 
disadvantaged pupils in England, where family 
background is more strongly associated with 
educational success than in most developed 
countries. It described the work of the 
Education Endowment Foundation, which has 
commissioned over 100 randomised trials in 
schools in England, involving nearly a million 
pupils in the last five years. Their remit as the 
“What Works” Centre for Education involves 
advocating for and promoting evidence-based 
approaches. The talk considered the detail of 
some of approaches, but also more broadly at 
the role of research evidence in improving 
outcomes for children and young people. 
  

 
Higgins, S “Research and evidence for teaching 
and learning” for the Raising the Bar / Closing 
the Gap Autumn Term Leadership Event 
organised by Rotherham School Improvement 
Service on Thursday 23rd November 2017. 
  
This keynote looked at how can we can improve 
educational outcomes using research evidence 
and set out a model for how research 
engagement can provide a vision for 
educational practice and improvement. The 
Teaching and Learning Toolkit and the approach 
of the Education Endowment Foundation was 
used to exemplify the model. From a practical 
point of view the talk focused on what school 

and teachers can do, but also what they might 
stop doing.  

 

Current projects include 

 

2017-2020 Evaluation of Meols Cop Feedback, 

Educational Endowment Foundation 

 

2017-2020 Life Course Dynamics of 

Educational Tracking (LIFETRACK), 

NORFACE 

 

2017-2020 Evaluation of Sound Training, Sound 

Training 

 

2017- Research into non-cognitive and KS2 

attainment impacts of Philosophy for Children 

(SAPERE and Peter Sowerby) 

 

2017-2019 Fair admission to universities in 

England: understanding and improving policy 

and practice, Nuffield Foundation 

 

2017-2019 Evaluating the fairness of admissions 

to UK higher education, ESRC 

 

2017-2019 Alternative, emerging and cross 

border HE provision and its relationship with 

mainstream HE, ESRC/HEFCE, 

 

2017-2018 Evaluation of effective outreach to 

HEIs, Durham University 

 

2016-2019 Task contingent units of personality 

and adaptive performance, Australian Research 

Council Discovery project 

 

2016-2018 The use of contextual data in 

undergraduate admissions, ESRC 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

2016-2018 The kinds of poverty in schools and 

their impact on student progress, ESRC 

 

2015-2019 Evaluation of Academies 

Programme, National Literacy Trust 

2015-2018 Evaluation of writing about values, 

Educational Endowment Foundation 

 

2015-2018 Evaluation of Maths Counts, 

Educational Endowment Foundation 
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