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Headlines 

• We are tracking and managing increasing numbers of confirmed Covid-19 

cases within our community. This includes confirmed cases of the Omicron 

variant. 

• If you are eligible, please book your booster dose of the coronavirus 

vaccination as soon as possible.  

• Please continue to follow Government guidance wherever you are right now. 

 

Dear students, 

We are tracking and managing increasing numbers of confirmed Covid-19 cases within our 

community. This includes confirmed cases of the Omicron variant.  

We are in regular contact with those affected, to advise they follow NHS guidance, including 

that they self-isolate, and to offer our full support. 

The health and safety of all staff and students is our priority and we have robust 

arrangements in place to help protect our University community. By adhering to these 

controls, we can help to protect ourselves and others. 

We continue to monitor Covid-19 cases and trends within our University community, and 

prevailing national conditions, including the new Omicron variant, and to review our Covid-

controls ensuring that they are reasonable and proportionate. 

 

Acceleration of the Covid-19 vaccination booster programme 

A large majority of our University community is now fully vaccinated. We encourage you to 

book your booster dose of the Covid-19 vaccine via the national booking service, as soon as 

you are eligible, or attend a walk-in centre. 

To book your booster via the national booking service: 

• You must be aged 18 and over in England 

• It must be at least two months since you received the second dose of the coronavirus 

vaccination. You will be offered appointment dates from three months after the date 

of your second dose. 

 

If you have not yet left Durham 

If you are travelling within the UK over the Christmas break, please take an LFT before you 

travel and familiarise yourself with the Government’s safer travel guidance for passengers. 

• If the result of your LFT is positive, self-isolate immediately,  book a PCR test and 

let us know via our online form. Do not travel. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-booster-vaccine/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://ban-ssb.durham.ac.uk/ssomanager/saml/login?relayState=/c/auth/SSBhttps://ban-ssb.durham.ac.uk/ssomanager/saml/login?relayState=/c/auth/SSB


• If the result of your LFT is negative, you should continue to follow Government 

restrictions and mandates, and take regular LFTs once you reach your 

destination to help protect yourself and others. 

 

If you have already left Durham 

Please continue to follow Government guidance, to help protect yourself and others. The 

latest guidance is available at gov.uk. 

Even if you are not in Durham at this time, you should continue to report Covid-19 

symptoms, positive test results and periods of self-isolation via our online form. Reporting in 

this way enables us to provide you with the support you need when you’re self-isolating, and 

to investigate and pro-actively manage cases of Covid-19 within our community. 

 

Epiphany term 

On Friday 3 December 2021 we wrote to all students outlining plans for the winter break and 

Epiphany term. Please visit our Covid-19 web pages and read this important update if you 

have not already done so.  

In line with current Government guidance, we are planning a high-quality residential 

experience in Epiphany term. This includes substantial in-person teaching and learning. Our 

priority is to deliver an exceptional student experience whilst ensuring that we minimise 

transmission of Covid-19 on campus. 

We will continue to do all that we can to support you, no matter where you are right now. 

Please read our teaching and assessment FAQs for more information. 

 

Conclusion 

This continues to be a rapidly changing situation and we will update you as the situation 

develops. We may need to update you again during the winter break, please check your 

emails intermittently and visit our Covid-19 web pages for the latest updates.  

If you do have any questions or concerns, please email 

coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk in the first instance. 

 

Best wishes,  

Claire O’Malley  
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global) 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://ban-ssb.durham.ac.uk/ssomanager/saml/login?relayState=/c/auth/SSBhttps://ban-ssb.durham.ac.uk/ssomanager/saml/login?relayState=/c/auth/SSB
https://bit.ly/DUC19Comms
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/students/faqs/teaching/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/

