
To: All UG and PGT students 
 From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 
 Subject: Covid-19 Update: 29.11.2021 

Dear students, 

This email contains important Covid-19 information, please take the time to read it carefully. 

• New UK Government measures 

• Durham University response 

• Next steps 

New UK Government measures 

Six cases* of a new variant of Covid-19, known as the Omicron variant, have now been confirmed in 

the UK and on Saturday 27 November 2021, the UK Government announced new measures aimed at 

preventing its spread. This includes PCR tests for everyone entering the UK, and in England face 

coverings becoming mandatory in shops and on public transport. Any close contacts of positive 

Omicron cases will be required to self-isolate for 10 days, regardless of vaccination status. 

*Data correct as at 10am on Monday 29 November 2021. 

 

Durham University response 

Here at Durham University, we already have robust arrangements in place that meet the new 

Government requirements.   

We require all staff, students and visitors to wear face coverings if they can. This includes when 

moving around in buildings and during face-to-face teaching. The exception is where reasonable 

adjustments are required to ensure the wellbeing and inclusion of all. Our ventilation and cleaning 

regimes also help to ensure that all our spaces are Covid-secure. 

Additionally, access to the majority of our in-person Wider Student Experience is conditional on 

regular Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) at a University testing site. LFTs are available on campus for all 

staff and students. Please continue to get tested regularly. 

 

Next steps 

The University Executive Committee (UEC) is due to meet tomorrow (Tuesday 30 November) to 

discuss what Covid-controls are appropriate for next term. This meeting will now also consider 

whether any additional measures should be introduced this term. We will work together with our 

partners at Durham County Council Public Health to monitor the situation and determine next steps. 

We will update our community following these discussions, later this week.    

 

Conclusion 

We appreciate that you may have mixed feelings about the spread of the Omicron variant. Please be 

assured that we continue to prioritise the health, safety and wellbeing of our community. If you have 

any questions or concerns, please contact coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk in the first 

instance. 

Best wishes, 

Claire O’Malley 
 Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global) 

For more information please visit our Covid-19 web pages. 
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