
To: all UG and PGT students 

From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 

Subject: An update from the Vice-Chancellor 

Date: Friday 26 February 2021 

*Highlights* 

 The government has yet to provide any guidance on student movements 
at the end of term.  We will disseminate details as soon as we get them. 

 Easter Term starts on 26 April.  We ask you not to come back to Durham 
ahead of that date or before government gives consent, unless it is 
essential you do so to support your educational needs. 

 We will contact you again shortly after the next government 
announcement (expected in early April) 

 We expect revision and teaching activity in the Easter Term to be a 
blend of face-to-face and online.  

 We plan to deliver a comprehensive set of managed, in person and 
online Wider Student Experience activities in Covid-safe ways 
during Easter Term.  

 We encourage you to get tested regularly through our free, accessible 
Lateral Flow Testing service, and to follow guidance on social 
distancing, hand sanitation and mask wearing.  

 

Dear students 

I am now able to share some further thoughts on what you can expect for the 

remainder of Epiphany Term 2021 and across Easter Term 2021.  This follows on 

from publication of the Government’s ‘Roadmap out of lockdown’ on Monday of this 

week.   

In sharing these thoughts, I and colleagues on the University Executive Committee 

(UEC) are very conscious of the fact that, notwithstanding great progress with the 

UK’s vaccination rollout and a strong Covid-19 lateral flow testing regime here at 

Durham University, we are still in the midst of a pandemic.   

Health, safety and wellbeing 

Some of you will understandably have reservations about a planned return to 

campus Durham and we need to be mindful throughout the next few months that the 

gateway dates set out in the Government roadmap – culminating in an end to current 

restrictions on June 21 – could yet change.  

There are some critical review points ahead that might affect our plans and it 

is important to understand that Government has not yet approved a large scale 

return of students to campus after Easter: the plans we set out below are 

conditional on that approval being given.  (We expect a further key 

announcement from Government shortly after the Easter Holiday: Easter 

Sunday being on 4 April this year). 

As ever, the health, safety and wellbeing of our community remains our starting point 

and we will continue in our efforts to provide a Covid secure work and study 

environment for everyone.   
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Plans for Epiphany and Easter Terms 

Turning now to our plans for the next few months, I set out below the framework 

which was agreed this week by UEC - recognising again that further government 

guidance is expected shortly after the Easter holiday period: 

1.  Epiphany Term (Term 2), 2021; no changes proposed.  With a very few 

exceptions, all teaching will be online only.   

2.  Easter Term (Term 3), 2021: our Term starts on 26 April and we are continuing to 

advise students not to come back to Durham City ahead of that date or before 

appropriate government permissions are granted – though we recognise that a 

significant number of students have been resident in Durham City for some or all of 

Epiphany Term.  Some of our teaching provision in Easter Term will be in the form of 

practicals and laboratories: details on those classes will follow.  Rather more of our 

teaching provision will be in the form of revision sessions.  We expect teaching to be 

made available in person and online, as per the arrangements for Michaelmas Term 

2020.  All examinations will remain online, as planned. 

3.   We have taken steps to ensure that all learning outcomes are achieved on time 

for our graduating students. 

4.   To ensure student and staff safety within a Covid secure working environment, 

we will continue to underline the importance of observing the social distancing, hand 

sanitation and mask-wearing guidance provided by Government. 

5.   In accordance with government guidelines you should get regularly tested 

through our free and accessible Covid-19 lateral flow testing facilities, which will 

continue to be open across Easter Term.  Further details on our testing plans for 

students returning to the City will follow shortly.   

6.  We plan to deliver a comprehensive set of managed, in person and online Wider 

Student Experience activities in Covid-safe ways (including by use of lateral flow 

tests) as we go through Easter Term, and particularly towards the back end of Term.  

This will be for the benefit of all students, whether present in Durham or not.  Again, 

details to follow and subject, as with all of the above, to the course of the pandemic 

and changing government guidance. 

Conclusion 

I hope this information is helpful, even if it is provisional and mainly in the form of a 

planning framework at this stage. We will continue to consult and work with student 

leaders to develop our plans.  Please be assured that we will provide further 

communications as soon as we can, including in the form of answers to your 

Frequently Asked Questions.   

As ever, take care and look after yourselves and one another.   

With kind regards, 

Stuart 

Thanks to some kind donations and increased government funding we are able to 

provide further financial support to students through our Covid-19 Recovery Fund. 

For more information and details of how to apply please visit our web pages.  

https://www.dur.ac.uk/study/ug/finance/uk/scholarships/covid-19/

