
To: All staff  

From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 

Subject: COVID-19 Update 19.03.2020 

 

Dear colleagues, 

This email contains important updates on COVID-19. Please take the time to read it 

carefully. 

Latest Government advice 

Following last night’s announcement that schools in England will close to all but the children 

of key workers and vulnerable children from the end of Friday 20 March, the Government 

has said it intends to release a list of “key worker” roles later today. We will analyse this 

carefully and build it into our COVID-19 response planning as quickly as possible. 

Latest decisions from Durham University 

 Easter Term arrangements under consideration 

 Pre-Sessional Programmes will run online 

 Some buildings will be closed from Sunday 22 March 

 Resources published for online teaching, postgraduate research students and 

working from home 

Further detail:  

Easter Term arrangements under consideration 

We appreciate that it is frustrating for staff and students that arrangements for Easter Term 

remain uncertain. We are unable to reach further decisions about teaching at this stage as 

these decisions are dependent on Government advice.  

However, if students are unable to return to Durham City after the Easter vacation then we 

will continue with online teaching. It has also been agreed that we will move to alternative 

forms of assessment. 

Please bear with us as we await further Government instruction and respond to this as it 

becomes available. As with all key areas of University business impacted by COVID-19, we 

will update you as soon as we can.  

Pre-Sessional Programmes will run online 

We have decided that this summer’s five- and ten-week Pre-Sessional Programmes, which 

are designed to help students develop academic language and literacy skills, will run online 

only. No such Programmes will operate face-to-face. More information will be published on 

the Pre-Sessional Programme web pages.  

Some buildings will close from Sunday 22 March 

As increasing numbers of colleagues are working from home, we will be closing some 

University buildings, where possible. This is to prioritise resources for essential services. 

Closures will be introduced on a phased basis, beginning from Sunday 22 March.  

If you have personal belongings at work which you require continued access to, please take 

them home if possible. While we appreciate staff who are already self-isolating will not be 
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able to access buildings before Sunday, we cannot delay the closure programme. Please be 

assured: we will keep access under review.  

A list of the buildings to be closed on Sunday 22 March has been issued to Heads of 

departments. It is also available online here. More detailed information on the phased 

building closure programme will be shared at a local level by Estates and Facilities. Please 

do everything you can to assist.  

Resources 

We appreciate many colleagues are having to make significant changes to their working 

practices. We hope the resources linked below will be of assistance. 

Online teaching: Colleagues at DCAD have produced some excellent resources to help 

colleagues wanting to explore options for delivering some or all of their modules online. It 

can be found here.  

Advice for postgraduate researchers and supervisors: A document including advice on 

research, supervisory meetings, travel, thesis submission and other relevant matters is 

available here. 

Working from home: Colleagues in HR have produced some guidance for managers 

regarding arrangements for working from home. This includes guidance on self-isolation, 

wellbeing and underlying health conditions. It is available here. 

Desktop computers 

Finally, it has come to our attention that some colleagues are taking their University desktop 

computers home. Please refrain from doing this. It is unlikely they will function properly 

outside our data network, and some are not encrypted for external use. If you need a device 

to work remotely, please register here.  

Conclusion 

Please continue to read these daily updates carefully, along with the FAQs on our COVID-19 

web pages. We are currently receiving a high number of specific enquiries to our central 

response team. Please use this channel for critical issues only, raising any queries specific 

to your team or Department with you line manager or Head of Department initially.  

Thank you for your continued cooperation. 

Best wishes, 

Claire O’Malley 

Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global) 

All COVID-19 email updates issued to staff and students are available online here. 
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