
To: All staff and PGR students 
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.,uk 
Date: 30 September 2021 
Subject: Covid-19 Update: 30.09.2021 

 

Dear colleagues, 

This email contains important Covid-19 information, please take the time to read it carefully. 

On Thursday 9 September, we wrote to you to provide an overview of the safety measures 

that will remain in place on campus to reduce the risk of Covid-19 transmission. This update 

is available to view on our Covid-19 web pages. 

• Action to take: Register for our Spotlight on our Covid-19 health and safety 

measures 

• New information and guidance: Face covering policy clarification, Covid-19 

communications 

• Updated information and guidance: Registration for online learning, Library and 

study spaces 

 

Action to take 

Register for our Spotlight on our Covid-19 health and safety measures 

‘Spotlight’ is a new informal discussion forum for current issues of common interest to our 

staff, facilitated by senior members of the University. The focus of our next Spotlight will be 

our Covid-19 health and safety measures. The session will be led by Siân Broadhurst and 

Andy Mulligan, who will update on key areas of interest and concern around Covid-19 health 

and safety measures as we go into the start of a new academic term. There will then be an 

opportunity for discussion and questions. 

This Spotlight session will take place on Tuesday 5 October, 3-4pm. Register online for this 

discussion. 

 

New information and guidance 

Face covering policy clarification 

We all have a responsibility to protect each other, and face coverings are one of six key 

health and safety measures that remain in place on campus to help minimise Covid-19 

transmission.  

Today's email provides further clarity on our face covering policy and follows an update sent 

to all Heads of Department on Friday 24 September. 

Following productive discussions with colleagues and important feedback, UEC has clarified 

our face covering policy. Staff, students and visitors are required to wear face coverings on 

campus, if they can. An extract from the policy is included below. 

From 20 September 2021, as we welcome new students and staff to our buildings and 

campus, to ensure that we are able to deliver a safe teaching, learning, research and work 

environment, and maximise the amount of on-campus interaction, we require all staff, 
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students and visitors to wear face coverings if they can. This includes when moving around 

in buildings and during face-to-face teaching, with the exception of where reasonable 

adjustments are required to ensure the wellbeing and inclusion of all.  

More information on reducing the impact on individuals with disabilities can be found in 

Section 7 of our face covering policy.  

Further guidance on attending in-person meetings has also been clarified and is available 

below.  

The wearing of face coverings is required when moving around inside any University 

building, or in areas where you may mix with people who you would not ordinarily meet. 

Some examples of this are: 

• During face-to-face meetings (unless a physical barrier is in place between meeting 

participants used to support interaction with someone who uses lip reading to 

communicate, or who has social communication impairments).   

• When having conversational meetings in multi-occupancy offices.  

  

 For more information and examples, please refer to Section 2 of our face covering policy - 

Where should face coverings be worn? Guidance on when face coverings are not required 

to be worn can be found in Section 3 of the policy.  

If you can, please wear your face covering on campus and encourage others to do the 

same, particularly in meetings and in-person teaching settings. 

Please take the time to read and understand the information provided via the links below. If 

you do have any further questions, please speak to your line manager in the first instance. 

• Face covering policy (Available via our Covid-19 web pages) 

• Frequently asked questions  

• Standard Operating Procedure - In-person Meetings and Tutorials in non-centrally 

bookable rooms 

• Standard Operating Procedure - In-person teaching in centrally bookable rooms 

 

Covid-19 communications 

As part of our strategic, planned approach to Covid-19 communications we continue to 

update staff and students using our established internal communications channels, including 

Dialogue Signposts, Daily Dialogue, our Covid-19 web pages and digital signage on 

campus.  

We all have a role to play in effective internal communications and we have created a 

Communications Toolkit to outline our position on key Covid-19 topics and support your local 

communications. 

 

Updated information and guidance 

Registration for online learning 

The option to study entirely online for Michaelmas Term will be available to students until 

3pm (BST) on Friday 8 October 2021, via our online registration system. 
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Students can request ‘online only’ study (for any programme where this option is possible) 

when they enrol with the University. 

We have updated our online learning FAQs to reflect this new information. 

 

Library and study spaces 

We have updated the University Library and Collections information on our website, 

providing an overview of what staff and students can expect throughout Michaelmas Term.  

This information has been made available to all staff and students in recent weeks, via 

Dialogue Signposts and local library communications. 

Please visit our website for the most recent updates. 

 

Conclusion  

As we embark on a new academic year, we continue to prioritise the health and safety of our 

community, balancing this with the desire to provide the best student experience possible for 

our students. 

As ever, I thank you for your ongoing support as we work together to deliver a safe and 

successful academic year for our colleagues and students.    

If you have any questions or concerns about the information you have received today, 

please contact your Line Manager in the first instance. 

 

Best wishes,  

Claire O’Malley  
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global) 

 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/students/faqs/teaching/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/departments/library/about-us/news-and-events/news/michaelmas-term--update-to-services-and-safety-measures-/

