
To: All staff and PGR students 
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 
Subject: Covid-19 Update: UK Government briefing 08.12.2021 
Date: 09.12.2021 

 

Dear colleagues, 

On Wednesday 8 December, the UK Government announced new Covid-19 measures to 

help control the spread of the Omicron variant.  

This email contains a summary of the new measures and outlines what this means for our 

community. For further information on the new restrictions, please visit gov.uk. 

• New work from home guidance 

• Face coverings - updated Government regulations 

• Covid-secure celebrations and events 

• Travel within the UK 

• International travel 

• NHS Covid-pass certification 

 

New work from home guidance 

The UK Government advises that from Monday 13 December, if you can work from home, 

you should do so. Anyone who cannot work from home should continue to go into work - for 

example, where their role must be completed in person or to access equipment necessary 

for their role.  

Managers are asked to consider whether roles within their areas are required to be on site. If 

you have concerns about working on site, you should discuss these with your manager in 

the first instance. 

In-person teaching will continue as planned until the end of term (Friday 10 December) and 

colleagues can continue to access offices and research facilities to support learning 

activities. Our Colleges and student services will also continue to operate, providing vital 

support to our students. 

The health and safety of all staff and students is our priority and we have robust 

arrangements in place to help protect our University community. By adhering to these 

controls, we have experienced relatively few Covid-19 cases within our community this term. 

We continue to monitor Covid-19 cases and trends within our University community, and 

prevailing national conditions, including the new Omicron variant, and to review our Covid-

controls ensuring that they are reasonable and proportionate. 

 

Face coverings - updated Government regulations 

From Friday 10 December, face coverings will be required by law in most indoor settings. If 

you can, you must also continue to wear face coverings in shops and on public transport.  

Following the Government announcement, face coverings must now be worn at all times 

when using the University library, including when seated. This is in addition to the use of 
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face coverings when moving around in buildings and during face-to-face teaching. The 

exception is where reasonable adjustments are required to ensure the wellbeing and 

inclusion of all. 

 

Covid-secure celebrations and events 

As we approach the end of Michaelmas term and look to the new year, we understand that 

you may want to get together with friends and colleagues ahead of the winter break. 

However, it would be sensible for all of us to take precautions to help protect ourselves and 

others. 

Not everyone can or wants to attend a celebration in person at this time.   

Where possible, consider alternative arrangements, for example rescheduling your event for 

the new year or hosting a virtual event using Teams or Zoom. This is a good idea if your 

event will bring together larger groups or colleagues who would not ordinarily meet in 

person.  

Please remember that you are not obliged or compelled to attend any in-person celebration 

or event. You should only attend a gathering if you feel comfortable doing so. 

Visit our Covid-19 web pages for more information on planning and attending celebrations 

and events. 

 

Travel within the UK 

The Government has not announced any formal restriction on travel, or a ‘student travel 

window’.  

If you are travelling within the UK in the coming weeks, please take an LFT before you travel 

and familiarise yourself with the Government’s safer travel guidance for passengers. 

•  If the result of your LFT is positive, self-isolate immediately and book a PCR test. 

Do not travel.  

• If the result of your LFT is negative, you should continue to follow Government 

restrictions and mandates, and take regular LFTs once you reach your destination 

to help protect yourself and others.  

 

International travel 

If you are planning international travel, please remember that travel disruption is still possible 

and national control measures may change with little notice.  

Before travelling, make sure you understand: 

• What you need to do to travel overseas from England – gov.uk 

• The public health requirements of your destination country and any countries you will 

transit through 

• What you must do before you travel back to England and after you arrive - gov.uk 
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NHS Covid pass certification 

From Wednesday 15 December, certain venues and events will be required by law to check 

that all visitors aged 18 years or over are fully vaccinated, have proof of a negative test in 

the last 48 hours, or have an exemption. 

Please note that NHS Covid pass certification does not apply to teaching and learning 

settings.    

 

Conclusion 

This is a rapidly changing situation. We continue to work with our partners at Durham County 

Council Public Health to monitor the situation and determine next steps, and we will continue 

to update you as the situation develops. 

If you do have any questions or concerns at this time, please speak to your line manager in 

the first instance. 

 

Best wishes,  

Claire O’Malley  
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global) 


