
To: All staff and PGR students  
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk  
Subject: Covid-19 Update: 06/01/2022 
Date: 06/01/2022 

 

Dear colleagues, 

This email contains important information on the measures we are taking to protect our 

community, please take the time to read it carefully. This is a rapidly changing situation and 

the guidance we outline below has been carefully developed in consultation with staff, 

students and Durham County Council public health experts. The guidance also takes into 

account the latest Government advice for higher education providers.   

As you’re aware, the Omicron variant is highly infectious and continues to drive large 

numbers of Covid-19 cases across the UK. The health and safety of our students and staff is 

our priority. We are now taking the opportunity to review the prevalence of Covid-19 within 

our community, and to ensure that our mitigation measures are appropriate for the current 

level of risk.    

It continues to be our policy to deliver a high-quality, in person teaching and learning 

experience.   

However, we recognise there may be times throughout the term, as we manage the current 

wave of Omicron infections, where some changes to methods of delivering our high-quality 

education may be required (for example, as staff and students complete periods of self-

isolation).  

We reaffirm that the health and safety of our staff, students and wider community remains 

our priority. The temporary Covid-controls outlined in this message are developed by the 

University Covid Planning Group, the University Executive Committee, and following 

consultation with Heads of Academic Departments. The guidance is intended to enable us to 

continue to deliver a high-quality education to our students given rising infection rates both 

locally in North East England and nationally. 

 

New information and guidance regarding the first two weeks of Epiphany term 

• Teaching and learning, and WSE 

 

Updates on important information and guidance 

• Working from home 

• Clinically Extremely Vulnerable Colleagues / Colleagues with Higher 

Vulnerabilities   

• Guidance on face coverings 

 

New information and guidance regarding the first two weeks of Epiphany term 

Teaching and learning, and WSE 



In line with Government guidance our priority is to deliver a high-quality residential 

experience in Epiphany term, whilst ensuring that we minimise transmission of Covid-19 on 

campus. We will deliver substantial in-person teaching and learning, and WSE activities 

throughout Epiphany term, maintaining a vigilant watch on how the latest wave of Covid-19 

develops and making adjustments as necessary.  

To ensure the safest possible start to Epiphany term, we will implement the following 

temporary adjustments to our Covid-controls.  

Between Monday 10 – Sunday 23 January 2022: 

• We will implement a temporary period of blended learning in weeks 1 and 2. 

o Labs and practical classes will continue to operate during weeks 1 and 2. 

o Small to medium sized group teaching, up to 40 people, will commence in-

person during week 2. 

o All other teaching will take place online. 

• Participation in outdoor sports and all other outdoor events and activities will be 

dependent upon proof of a negative LFT taken at one of our University testing sites.  

• Indoor WSE activities will be capped at 25 people, where possible larger events will 

be re-scheduled. 

• We will revert to full face-to-face teaching in Week 3, unless the situation changes. 

 

This two-week period will ensure that our University community has the opportunity to 

participate in our LFT programme and to settle back into life in Durham safely. This period of 

temporary adjustments will also enable us to monitor local and national case rates, with a 

changed community prevalence, and ensure that our Covid-controls are appropriate.  

Regardless of whether you are working on or off campus, we remind you to report any 

symptoms or confirmed cases Covid-19, as well as any periods of self-isolation to your line 

manager. This will help us track and manage confirmed Covid-19 cases within our 

community, and to assess staffing levels across the university. 

We also encourage staff required to attend campus to work to take an LFT twice a week 

either using a home testing kit or at one of our on-site testing centres. 

 

 

Updates on important information and guidance 

Working from home 

The UK Government advice to work from home where possible remains in place and 

all colleagues should work from home if their role allows them to do so.  

We would ask that all Departments ensure that colleagues who are able to work from 

home should be able to do so, unless there is a business reason for them to be on 

campus. 

For more information on what this means for you, please speak to your line manager in the 

first instance and refer to our Covid-19 Update issued on Thursday 16 December 2021. 

 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/coronavirus/StaffandPGRstudents09.12.21.pdf


Clinically Extremely Vulnerable Colleagues/Colleagues with Higher Vulnerabilities 

The Government shielding programme has ended and people are advised to follow the 

mitigations for the general population, including vaccination. Should you be required to work 

on campus but have concerns about doing so, you should speak to your manager. Further 

guidance for colleagues and managers is available at Advice for Working on Campus 

 

Guidance on face coverings  

The UK Government has published updated guidance on the use of face coverings in higher 

education settings. In addition to wearing face coverings when moving around buildings, the 

new guidance also recommends the use of face coverings in teaching settings.  

Our current policy on the use of face coverings remains in place to help protect our 

University community. Face coverings must be worn at all times when using the University 

library, including when seated, when moving around in buildings and during face-to-face 

teaching. The exception is where reasonable adjustments are required to ensure the 

wellbeing and inclusion of all. 

We have developed a range of FAQs and resources to support the use of face coverings in 

teaching and learning settings, including guidance on what to do if students are not wearing 

face coverings.  

Visit our website to: 

• Access guidance on the use of face coverings in teaching and learning settings 

• Read our face covering policy in full 

• View our standard operating procedures for in-person meetings and tutorials in 

centrally, and non-centrally bookable rooms 

 

Conclusion 

Although highly infectious, evidence suggests that there is substantial reduction in the risk of 

hospitalisation for confirmed Omicron cases after three doses of the Covid-19 vaccine, 

compared to those who are unvaccinated (UK Health Security Agency). 

A large majority of our University community has received two doses of the Covid-19 

vaccination. We encourage you to access a booster dose of the Covid-19 vaccine as soon 

as possible, via the National Booking System or a walk-in centre.  

A booster dose of the coronavirus vaccine helps improve the protection you have from your 

first two doses and helps give you longer-term protection against getting seriously ill from 

Covid-19. It will also help protect others in our community, including those who are 

vulnerable to infection. 

 

Best wishes,  

Claire O’Malley  
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global) 

 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/coronavirus/password/Guidanceformanagerstosupportcolleaguesreturningtocampus.pdf
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/staff/hs/faq/?faqno=8317
https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/coronavirus/Facecoveringpolicy.pdf
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/staff/hs/#sop
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/staff/hs/#sop
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1044481/Technical-Briefing-31-Dec-2021-Omicron_severity_update.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/

