
To: All staff and PGR students 

From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 

Subject: Covid-19 Update: 03/12/2021 

Date: Friday 3 December 2021 

 

Dear colleagues, 

As we approach the end of Michaelmas term, I’d like to thank you for your ongoing efforts to 

help protect our University community, and to deliver a high-quality education and wider 

student experience.  

With the resumption of in-person teaching and a vast array of student enrichment events and 

activities, our campus is once again a vibrant hub of activity. It’s wonderful to see so many of 

our students enjoying the wider student experience. There’s a real sense of togetherness 

and belonging across the University. 

By working together and adhering to the controls in place to protect our community, we’ve 

experienced relatively few Covid-19 cases within our community throughout term. 

In recent days a new Covid-19 variant, Omicron, has been identified and cases have been 

confirmed in the UK. This is a rapidly changing situation, and we continue to work together 

with our partners at Durham County Council Public Health to monitor the situation and 

determine next steps. 

As always, we must remain vigilant. I encourage you to follow UK Government and 

University guidance at all times. 

Today’s email outlines important information and guidance for the winter break and 

Epiphany term. However, given the situation we currently find ourselves in, we may need to 

communicate with you again before the end of Michaelmas term, or in early-January. 

 

• Winter break 
o Reporting Covid-19 symptoms or a positive test result during the University’s 

closure period 
o Travel guidance for students 

• Epiphany term 
o Covid-controls review: 30 November 
o Guidance on face coverings 

 

Winter break 

Reporting Covid-19 symptoms or a positive test result during the University’s closure period 

If you experience Covid-19 symptoms, receive a positive test result or you need to self-

isolate for any reason during the University’s closure period*, please report this to your line 

manager when the University reopens on Tuesday 4 January 2022. 

If you are contacted by NHS Test and Trace, please follow advice and engage with the 

contact tracing process.  

mailto:coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk


*The University’s closure period runs from Wednesday 22 December 2021 to Monday 3 

January 2022 inclusive. 

 

Travel guidance for students 

All students who are planning travel ahead of, or during the winter break, are advised to take 

an LFT before travelling, and to continue testing regularly once they reach their destination.  

Please read our latest Covid-19 Update for undergraduate and postgraduate taught students 

for more information.  

 

Epiphany term 

Covid-controls review: 30 November 2021 

Further to our update on Monday (29 November 2021), we have reviewed our Covid-

controls. University Executive Committee has agreed that all existing measures will 

remain in place when Epiphany term starts on Monday 10 January 2022.   

We continue to monitor Covid-19 cases and trends within our University community, and 

prevailing national conditions including the new Omicron variant, and to review our Covid-

controls ensuring that they are reasonable and proportionate. 

Our control measures are flexible and holistic – enabling us to change the emphasis we 

place on them, depending on our current assessment of the risks and how best to manage 

them.  

Any future adjustments to our Covid-controls will be staggered, and we will assess the 

impact at each stage. We will continue to update you as we keep our controls under review.   

Guidance on face coverings 

The UK Government has introduced new measures aimed at controlling the spread of the 

new Omicron variant. If you can, you must wear a face covering in shops and on public 

transport. 

Our position on face coverings remains unchanged for Epiphany term - ‘we require all staff, 

students and visitors to wear face coverings if they can. This includes when moving around 

in buildings and during face-to-face teaching. The exception is where reasonable 

adjustments are required to ensure the wellbeing and inclusion of all.’  

We have developed a range of FAQs and resources to support the use of face coverings in 

teaching and learning settings, including guidance on what to do when students are not 

wearing face coverings. 

Visit our website to: 

• Access guidance on the use of face coverings in teaching and learning settings 

• Read our face covering policy in full 

• View our standard operating procedures for in-person meetings and tutorials in 

centrally, and non-centrally bookable rooms 

 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/#panel-collapse-7446
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/staff/hs/faq/?faqno=8317
https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/coronavirus/Facecoveringpolicy.pdf
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/staff/hs/#sop
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/staff/hs/#sop


Conclusion 

After another busy term, I hope you have the opportunity to take time out during the winter 

break, and I wish you a safe and happy festive period. 

 

Best wishes, 

Claire O’Malley 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global) 

 


