
From: Stuart Corbridge, via: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 

To: all staff 

Subject: Update on planning for the end of Term 

To be issued: Friday 13 November, 12.15pm  

Dear colleagues,  

Earlier this week, I wrote to you all following the UK Government’s publication of guidance 

on how students at English universities can safely travel home for Christmas. This message 

provides more information on our teaching model for the remainder of Term 1, the preferred 

“student travel window” of December 3 to 9, and how we will support students who remain 

in Durham during the vacation period.  

Teaching and learning during the remainder of Term 1 

As I said earlier this week, we share the Government’s commitment to ensuring that 

students can access high quality education in various forms. That is why, having seen new 

Covid-19 case numbers among our community fall very significantly (and remain low) in 

recent weeks and having seen no evidence of transmission in classroom settings, we are 

continuing with prioritised face to face teaching, with no change on our current offer, as well 

as with a wide range of in person student enrichment activities.  

The Government has stipulated that English universities should move to a fully online 

teaching model by Thursday 10 December. In light of this, and the preferred “student travel 

window” of December 3 to 9 (more on which below), most of our Departments will move to 

online teaching only after Friday 4 December (until then, the current blended offer will 

continue). There will be exceptions, including where laboratory-based teaching or practicals 

in the week commencing Monday 7 December are required. In all cases, teaching will be 

online only from Thursday 10 December. We have discussed this position with the 

recognised Trade Unions. More details will be communicated via Departments in coming 

weeks.  

Looking ahead to Term 2, we intend to resume a blended model of face to face and online 

teaching commencing, as planned, from Monday 11 January. Health and safety is of the 

utmost importance to us and colleagues have excelled in successfully delivering face to 

face teaching safely during this Term. We continue to believe that having access to some 

face to face teaching is in the best interests of our students, including their mental health 

and wellbeing.  

We have carefully reflected on our experiences at the start of Term 1 and, in the firm 

expectation that we will have access to greater availability of Covid-19 testing in Epiphany 

Term (again, more on which below), we believe will be in an even stronger position when 

we return after Christmas.  

Student travel for the winter vacation 

As I have said, the Government has indicated that a preferred “student travel window” could 

be instigated from December 3 to 9, following the expiry of the current national restrictions 

on Wednesday 2 December.  

Under that the current restrictions, everyone must stay at home and avoid travel except for 

work, education (including the delivery of face to face education) or other legally permitted 

reasons.  
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Following that date, we want to support our students to make informed decisions regarding 

their travel home, with as much support as possible from the University. For students who 

choose to travel, we will not seek to instruct them as to dates and times for departure. Our 

students are responsible adults and must be treated as such. We will, though, offer 

information, advice and support, and we are liaising closely with travel providers and other 

partners on this currently.  

All of our students, whether they leave Durham for the vacation or remain here, will have 

our full support. This includes international students who may choose to, or have to, remain 

in Durham and students for whom Durham is their only address.  

For those that remain, the Bill Bryson Library and the Sports and Wellbeing Park will 

continue to operate, in varying forms, throughout most of the vacation period and a range of 

wider student experiences will continue in various formats. Cleaning in Colleges will 

continue and students will have access to catering, either via a pantry or self-catered 

kitchen or, dependent on viability, a central College catering facility where meals could be 

purchased. Again, more details will be communicated over coming weeks.  

Covid-19 testing 

Nationally, the Government has linked the preferred “student travel window” to mass testing 

of asymptomatic students for Covid-19. As I have noted previously, we are proud to have 

been piloting this form of testing, notably by means of the Lateral Flow Test (LFT), since 

late October.  

I am grateful to those students and staff at Van Mildert, Stephenson and University 

Colleges who have volunteered for a further pilot this week, along with colleagues across 

the University who are involved in its planning and delivery. University Executive today 

gave further support to scaling up this pilot and we expect to be able to share more details 

following a meeting of University Council on Monday 16 November.  

Conclusion 

In closing, I am aware that there is much detail around the end of Term 1 and 

commencement of Term 2 still to be agreed. However, we wanted to communicate these 

updates with you quickly and I hope that they have provided some early answers and 

reassurance. Please know that we are working extremely hard to provide clear guidance as 

soon as possible.  

Thanks again for your ongoing support. 

Best wishes, 

Stuart 

Stuart Corbridge 

Vice-Chancellor and Warden 


