
Subject: College Consolidation 24.03.2020 
 
Dear Students, 
  
Following the Prime Minister’s national broadcast, we have been compelled to revise our plan to 
relocate students. A key consequence of the Government's announcement is that we now have 
access to fewer staff. We have also considered your feedback for which we are very grateful. 
  
We have decided to move only students living in Hatfield and University College (NOT those in 
James Barber House or Kepier Court). Hatfield students living in all areas other than James 
Barber house and University College students living in Moatside and Bailey Court, will move to 
rooms in Josephine Butler College as soon as possible.  
 
This will ensure that the University can contribute to the wider civic response. We will offer both 
colleges as accommodation for critical workers who are doing essential duties in the fight 
against Covid-19. 
  
Regrettably, our staff shortage means that we must rely on those of you who remain in 
University accommodation to take greater responsibility for cleaning your own rooms and 
shared areas. We know that you will willingly do this. We will provide the cleaning products and 
equipment you need. 
  
The rooms we will use in Josephine Butler College have been cleared by the previous 
occupants of possessions. Plainly though, in order to make them available to critical workers, 
we may need to clear rooms in University College and Hatfield. We will inform all those affected 
before we move their possessions.  
 
Unfortunately, students cannot return to Durham to collect their possessions because 
Government restrictions permit only essential travel. We undertake to keep your possessions 
safe and to inform you immediately if travel restrictions are relaxed sufficiently to permit access 
to them.   
 
We also repeat yesterday’s essential message: if there is no good reason for you to remain in 
Durham, please return home immediately. Public Health England has confirmed that students 
can go home if they have no symptoms or have had no contact with those with symptoms. If you 
can leave, you should go straight home. Travel by car or public transport is permitted for this 
purpose. We understand that this is not possible for all students. We will continue to support 
those who must remain in Durham for good reasons. 
 
You should also be aware that, if the situation deteriorates, the local authorities may make 
additional requests for university accommodation. These are likely to be in response to a 
national emergency and thus beyond our control. We hope such requests will not require further 
consolidation, but we promise to keep you fully informed. 
 
We recognise that this message contradicts others sent recently and we apologise for any 
difficulties this has caused. We are determined to continue to communicate openly and honestly 
in circumstances that are changing daily.  
 
Our energy is now focused on consolidating University College and Hatfield students into 
Josephine Butler College. In all Colleges, staff will work to ensure your health and wellbeing and 
to keep you informed about developments.  
 
Jeremy Cook and Sam Dale 


