
To: All students  
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk  
Subject: COVID-19 Update 24.03.2020 
 
Dear students,  
  
This email contains important updates on Covid-19. Please take the time to read it carefully.  
 
Latest Government advice  
 
Many of you will by now be aware of the strict restrictions introduced by the UK Government 
and announced by the Prime Minister to limit the spread of Covid-19. To reiterate, the new 
restrictions are: 

 Public gatherings of more than two people are banned (unless you are part of the 
same household); 

 People should leave home only to exercise once a day, travel to and from work 
where "absolutely necessary", shop for essential items and to fulfil any medical or 
care needs.  

 Police and local authorities will have powers to disperse gatherings, including 
through fines.  

 
These restrictions will be under constant review by Government and a relaxation of the rules 
will be considered in three weeks. 
 
In addition, people should continue to practise social distancing when out in public. This 
means staying at least two metres (six feet) away from other people.  
Further information, including practising social distancing and washing your hands regularly, 
is available from the NHS.   
 
We would strongly urge you to follow the Government’s latest restrictions on public 
gatherings, social distancing, exercise and non-essential travel.  
 
We also appreciate that this is a concerning time for you, your families and friends and we 
are extremely mindful of this when making our decisions about how we manage this rapidly 
changing situation.  
 
Please be assured that the measures the University is continuing to put in place in response 
to the Government’s restrictions and Public Health England’s advice are being made with the 
health, safety and well-being of our students, staff and the wider community first and 
foremost in our minds. 
 
Keep us informed 
 
We would ask students to remain vigilant as to the NHS and Public Health England advice 
on symptoms and self-isolation. If you have any symptoms you must follow all online advice, 
including self-isolating and seeking medical help at an appropriate time.  
  
Please continue to report all suspected cases of Covid-19 to the University through 
your College Student Support Office. If you haven’t yet done so, please also complete the 
survey that was sent to you via email yesterday evening.  
 
Latest decisions and updates from Durham University  

 The Durham University Virtual Library – Online for you 

 Update on building closures 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england


 Health and well-being  

Further details:  
 
The Durham University Virtual Library - Online for you  
 
The University Library will be available online only from 5pm on Wednesday 25 
March.  Through our virtual Help & Information desk and our fantastic electronic resources, 
we will continue to support your learning and research through the delivery of online 
services.  
 
Five actions for you to take:  
1) Keep checking our website   
2) Follow twitter @dulib  
3) Search discover  
4) Read our blog  
5) Just ask us online!  
 
If you have any Library books you don’t need to return them until we re-open. We will not 
be charging any fines. We will send you our renewal notices just to remind you that you have 
some books!  
 
If you have requested anything through our Click & Collect these must be collected during 
your time slot before 5pm Wednesday 25 March. You will be able to find out more about our 
Library services in our FAQs from tomorrow. 
 
Update on building closures  
 
We are continuing with the process of closing all Tier 2 and Tier 3 buildings (all remaining 
non-residential buildings a full list of which can be found 
at durham.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/updates) to enable as many staff as possible to stay 
at home. These buildings will close by 5pm tomorrow, Wednesday 25 March.  
 
Health and well-being 

The Government has advised that people can leave their homes once a day to exercise, 
such as running, walking or cycling, while maintaining social distancing.  

Exercise and being outdoors can be hugely beneficial to your physical and mental well-being 
and we would encourage you to do this while following the latest restrictions.  

The frequently asked questions on our website include advice and useful web links for caring 
for your health and mental well-being while working from home, as well as guidance on self-
isolation and underlying health conditions. They are available here.  

Our colleagues at Team Durham are also sharing online PE lessons delivered by fitness 
expert Joe Wicks via their Facebook pages to help keep you active while at home. 

 
Conclusion  
 
We are making every effort to help contain the spread of Covid-19 and we continue to urge 
you all to do the same. Please follow the latest Government restrictions regarding social 
gatherings and staying at home. 
 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/faq/
http://www.durham.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/updates
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/faq/remote/
https://www.facebook.com/TeamDurhamHolidayCamps


Please also take the time to take care of your own well-being and that of your families and 
friends during this unprecedented situation. 
 
We will continue to update you as the situation progresses.   
   
Best wishes,   
  
Claire O’Malley    
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global)    
   
All Covid-19 email updates issued to staff and students are available online 
at: durham.ac.uk/coronavirus   
  
 

http://www.durham.ac.uk/coronavirus/

