
To: All students   
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk    
Subject: Covid-19 Update 26.03.2020    
To be issued: Thursday 26 March, 9am   
    
Dear student, 
   

This email contains important updates on Covid-19. Please take the time to read it carefully.  
 
Government advice 

A reminder that the latest UK Government advice relating to Covid-19 is: 

 Public gatherings of more than two people are banned (unless you are from the 
same household);  

 People should leave home only to exercise once a day, travel to and from work 
where "absolutely necessary", shop for essential items and to fulfil any medical or 
care needs. See update on essential travel below. 

 Police and local authorities will have powers to disperse gatherings, including 
through fines.  

In addition, people should continue to practise social distancing when out in public. This 
means staying at least two metres (six feet) away from other people.  

Further information, including practising social distancing and washing your hands regularly, 
is available from the NHS.   

We are extremely mindful that this is a concerning time for you, your families and friends. 
Please continue to be assured that the measures we are putting in place in response to 
Government restrictions and Public Health England’s advice are being made with the health, 
safety and well-being of our students, staff and the wider community first and foremost in our 
minds.  

Latest decisions and updates from Durham University  

 Easter term – update on online teaching   
 Accommodation fees 
 Essential travel 
 Congregation - update 
 Building closures - update 
 Keeping us informed and self-isolation 
 Royal Society content freely available 

 
Further details:  
  
Easter Term – update on online teaching 

A decision has been taken by the University’s Executive Committee that all teaching after 
the Easter vacation will be delivered online until the end of Easter term on Friday 26 June.   
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You should not return to the University following the Easter break and we will be in touch 
with further details about this as soon as possible. 

While we realise that this will be disappointing for many of you, this is not a decision we have 
taken lightly.  It is necessary in light of the Government’s latest restrictions to limit the spread 
of coronavirus and to protect the health and well-being of staff, students and the wider 
community. 

Your Department will remain in contact with you with information about what this will mean 
for you and with details about how you can access online resources to support your learning.  

Accommodation Fees 

We appreciate that many of you have been concerned about College accommodation fees if 
you are not able to return to the University following the Easter break. I can confirm that 
students who will not be returning to Durham for the Easter term will not be charged for their 
College accommodation. Please note that: 

To avoid being charged for Easter term accommodation, students who are still in Durham at 
present should move out before Friday 10 April. 

 Students who have already left Durham, but have not cleared their rooms, will not be 
charged for Easter term accommodation.  

Private student accommodation provider Unite has also promised not to charge students for 
accommodation after Easter if email notification is received before Friday 10 April. Unite say 
that arrangements will be made to support students who need to stay on in accommodation. 

Please be assured that provisions are in place for students who cannot return home safely. 
No student will be without accommodation.   

Essential travel 

Please note that we have had confirmation from Government that UK students ARE able to 
travel home from University under the latest restrictions. If you are still in Durham and you 
wish to travel home within the UK, you can do so.  

 
Building closures - update 

  
A reminder that all Tier 2 and Tier 3 buildings closed yesterday to enable as many 
colleagues as possible to stay at home. These are all of our remaining non-residential 
buildings, a full list of which can be found at durham.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/updates. 
  
These closures followed those of buildings classified as Tier 1, which closed on Sunday 22 
March.  

 
Keeping us informed and self-isolation 

  
We would ask students to remain vigilant as to the NHS and Public Health England advice on 
symptoms and self-isolation. If you have any symptoms you must follow all online advice, 
including self-isolating and seeking medical help at an appropriate time.   
   
Please continue to report all suspected cases of Covid-19 to the University through 
your College Student Support Office. 
 
If you are self-isolating please continue to do so responsibly, taking into consideration other 
students and staff in your College. Information about how to self-isolate, how long you 
should self-isolate for and what to do if you live with someone with coronavirus symptoms is 
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available from the NHS. Please read this advice and make sure you are taking all possible 
precautions.  
 
Royal Society content freely available 
 
The Royal Society has made access to all published content free of charge until further 
notice. 
 
Conclusion   
  

Thank you once again to all of our students for your support, patience and questions as we 
continue to respond to the situation regarding Covid-19. We fully appreciate that this a time 
of concern for your own well-being and that of your friends and families. 
 
Please continue to follow the latest Government restrictions regarding social gatherings and 
staying at home as everyone seeks to limit the spread of this virus. 
  
Please also continue to take care of your own well-being and that of your families and 
friends during this unprecedented situation.  
    
As ever, we will continue to update you as the situation progresses.    
    
    
Best wishes,    
   
Claire O’Malley     
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global)     
    
All Covid-19 email updates issued to staff and students are available online 
at: durham.ac.uk/coronavirus    
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