
To: All staff  
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk    
Subject: Covid-19 Update 26.03.2020    
To be issued: Thursday 26 March, 9am  
 
Dear colleagues,   
  
The email contains important updates on Covid-19. Please take the time to read it carefully.  
  
Government advice  
  
A reminder that the latest UK Government advice relating to Covid-19 is: 
  

 Public gatherings of more than two people are banned (unless you are part of the 
same household);  

  
 People should leave home only for the following reasons: to exercise once a day, 
travel to and from work if/where "absolutely necessary", shop for essential items and to 
fulfil any medical or care needs.  

  
 Police and local authorities will have powers to disperse gatherings, including 
through fines.  

  
In addition, people should continue to practise social distancing when out in public. This 
means staying at least two metres (six feet) away from other people.  
  
Further information, including practising social distancing and washing your hands regularly, 
is available from the NHS.   
    

We are extremely mindful that this is a concerning time for you, your families and friends. 

Please continue to be assured that the measures we are putting in place in response to 
Government restrictions and Public Health England’s advice are being made with the health, 
safety and well-being of our students, staff and the wider community first and foremost in our 
minds.  
  
Latest decisions and updates from Durham University  
  

 Easter term – update on online teaching   
 Congregation 

 Key workers – thank you 

 Building closures - update 

 Reporting self-isolation or sickness absence  
 Covid-19 outbreak expert database 
 Royal Society content freely available 

  
Further details:  
  
Easter Term – update on online teaching  
  
A decision has been taken by the University’s Executive Committee that all teaching after 
the Easter vacation will be delivered online until the end of Easter term on 26 June. Students 
will not be returning to the University for Easter term and all education will be delivered 
remotely. 
  

mailto:coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


If you are a member of our teaching team, general guidance on making teaching available 
online is available here. In terms of more specific details, Heads of 
Departments will continue communicating with you about online teaching arrangements 
for particular modules and programmes.  
  
This is not a decision we have taken lightly, but it is necessary in light of the Government’s 
latest restrictions to limit the spread of coronavirus and to protect the health and well-being 
of staff, students and the wider community.  
 
 
Key Workers – thank you 

  
Once again we would like to say how hugely grateful we are to key workers across the 
University who are continuing to come into work to keep essential services running. 
 
This ranges from colleagues who are playing a vital role in ensuring that Colleges that are 
still home to students can continue operating, through to staff in CIS who are making sure 
that our computer systems are running smoothly and all other staff. 
 
Our sincere thanks and gratitude for the efforts you are putting in at this unprecedented time. 
 
If you do have to come in to work, please ensure that you follow the Government’s 
guidelines on social distancing and contact your line manager if you have any concerns.  
 
Work is continuing to determine which colleagues should be identified as key workers and 
colleagues affected by this will be contacted directly by HR. We will update you again as 
soon as we have more information.  
   
Building closures - update 

  
A reminder that all Tier 2 and Tier 3 buildings closed as of 5pm yesterday (Wednesday 25 
March) to enable as many colleagues as possible to stay at home. These are all of our 
remaining non-residential buildings, a full list of which can be found at 
durham.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/updates) 
  
These closures followed those of buildings classified as Tier 1, which closed on Sunday 22 
March.  
  

Reporting self-isolation or sickness absence  
 

It is very important that we track and understand any cases of (or potential cases of) Covid-
19 across the University as soon as they occur.   
 
Please continue to report any self-isolation or sickness absence, whether Covid-19 related 
or not, to us via your line manager and using the Oracle portal. Further information can 
be found here.  
 
Covid-19 outbreak expert database 
 
The Government needs quick access to researchers who can provide expert insights relating 
to both coronavirus and its impacts and is urging them to sign up to its expert database. 
More details are available here and a sign-up form can be found here. 
 
Royal Society content freely available 
 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/coronavirus/12MarstudentemailFINAL.pdf
http://www.durham.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/updates
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/faq/selfisolation/
https://twitter.com/UKParl_Research/status/1242734296940634112
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nt3mHDeziEC-Xo277ASzSoLpf6XskbZHvUtRYJ4I4atURUZVQ0hGNDlLMExMMEtSN1NKWkZQTlMyVCQlQCN0PWcu


The Royal Society has made access to all published content free of charge until further 
notice. 
 
 

Conclusion   
  
Thank you once again to all of our staff across the entire University for the way that you are 
continuing to respond to the situation regarding Covid-19. We know that you are doing this 
while juggling many other responsibilities and against a backdrop of concern for your own 
well-being and that of your friends and families. Thank you. 
 
Please continue to follow the latest Government restrictions regarding social gatherings and 
staying at home as everyone seeks to limit the spread of this virus. 
  
Please also continue to take care of your own well-being and that of your families and 
friends during this unprecedented situation.  
    
As ever, we will continue to update you as the situation progresses.    
    
Best wishes,    
Claire O’Malley   
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global)     
    
All Covid-19 email updates issued to staff and students are available online 
at: durham.ac.uk/coronavirus    
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