
To: UG and PGT students   
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk      
Subject: Covid-19 Update 19.06.2020      
To be issued: Friday 19 June 2020   
      
Dear student,   
     
This email contains important Covid-19 updates. Please take the time to read it carefully.   
 
Latest decisions and updates from Durham University   

 Government update  

 Collecting your belongings 

 Community concerns 

 Staying in Durham 

 Durham University Alumni 25% Fee Scholarship 

 University Library and Collections 
 
  
Government update 

 

Recently the UK government announced changes to lockdown restrictions but has reinforced 

the message that the best way to help control the spread of Covid-19 is to limit your contact 

with others. Staying at home as much as possible is the easiest way to do this. 

Please do not leave home if you or anyone in your household has symptoms. 

To find out more about the latest government advice, please visit www.gov.uk 

 

Collecting your belongings 

Recently, Colleges provided guidance to all students regarding the collection of belongings 

from private accommodation in Durham. Students were asked to do this in a way that; 

 Ensures the safety and wellbeing of themselves and their neighbours in Durham 

 Adheres to social distancing guidelines 

If you share accommodation in Durham with other students, please; 

 Read the FAQs on our Covid-19 webpages and follow the guidance provided by your 

College 

 Get in touch with your housemates and arrange to collect your possessions at different 

times 

 Remember your responsibilities, including care and consideration for your neighbours 

and minimising noise levels 

 Ensure you dispose of waste correctly 

If you are making plans to collect your belongings, please remember that you are returning 

to a community that includes many elderly and vulnerable people still shielding from the virus 

and that concerns remain high.  

If you wish to return to Durham to collect belongings from College accommodation, please 

refer to the guidance sent to all students on Friday 22 May and visit our website for answers 

to frequently asked questions. 
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Community concerns 

We appreciate that at this difficult time the vast majority of students have been following 

Covid-19 guidance carefully, but a significant number have not.  

Unfortunately, we continue to be contacted by extremely concerned residents and other local 

stakeholders regarding students who have returned to Durham City and are not adhering to 

government guidance. 

Reported breaches of Covid-19 regulations, including hosting and inviting others to house 

parties, will lead to direct intervention from the Police and fines may be immediately 

imposed. The Police also report their actions to the University so that university disciplinary 

processes can be implemented as appropriate.  

  

Staying in Durham 

Government guidance currently prohibits anyone from staying overnight away from their 

permanent home, including staying in second homes.  

We have spoken to the Durham Constabulary who have confirmed that the Police position 

and interpretation of the government guidelines is that, for those students who chose to 

return to their home address during lockdown, their student house in Durham is categorised 

as their second home and they should not return to reside in Durham. 

 

Durham University Alumni 25% Fee Scholarship  

We want to do everything we can to support graduating students, including assisting those 

who wish to stay on to complete further studies in the next academic year. It is also 

important to us that we support all our global alumni to either retrain and/or consider 

academic options to further their career advancement.   

For 2020-21, the University is introducing the Durham University Alumni 25% Fee 

Scholarship to provide 25% towards the cost of tuition fees for all postgraduate taught 

Masters and PGCE programmes – including MA, MSc, PGCE, LLM and MBA – for all our 

global alumni and forthcoming graduates.   

 

University Library and Collections 

Preparations have begun to reinstate onsite operations for the Library and Collections. This 

will begin at the Bill Bryson Library, followed by limited access to collections from Palace 

Green Library and the Oriental Museum later in the summer. 

The book returns ‘letter’ box at the entrance to the Bill Bryson Library opened on Tuesday 16 

June, so items can be returned. Please make use of the hand sanitiser station when using 

the book drop and observe social distancing if there is a queue. 

We are implementing, for Final Year students, a free postal returns service. We will email 

Final Year students with information about this. 
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We will begin taking requests for a scan and deliver service (within copyright regulations) on 

29 June. More information will be provided next week, when we will tell you how to place 

requests. 

Further services are planned to include a click and collect/deliver service and opening the 

building for browse and borrow, and stay and study by appointment. This will be available 

over the summer period, subject to Government restrictions, and ensuring health and safety 

and wellbeing of students, staff and customers. 

As ever we will keep you updated with the services available as we ‘go live’, in the meantime 

you can visit our Virtual Library webpages for more information. 

 

Conclusion 
 
We hope that you continue to take care of yourselves and your families and as always, if you 

have any questions or concerns, please visit the Covid-19 FAQ section of our website or get 

in touch using the coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk email address. 

 
Best wishes,   
  
Claire O’Malley   
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global)   
All Covid-19 email updates issued to staff and students are available online 
at: durham.ac.uk/coronavirus   
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