
To: All students 
From: Colleges 
Subject: Update on rollout of mass Covid-19 testing for students and staff 
Sent: Monday 16 November 2020 
 
 
Dear Students 
  
We wrote to you last week about arrangements for the end of term following the latest UK 
Government guidance. Today we want to share with you some further important updates 
about the rollout of mass Covid-19 testing for students and staff. 
  

 We know many of you want to travel for the winter break, and that others will 

choose to – or need to – remain in Durham. You will all have our full support. 

 The current national Covid-19 restrictions, which remain in place until 

Wednesday 2 December, state that you should not travel while those restrictions 

are in place. 

 The Government has identified December 3 to 9 as a preferred “student travel 

window” for students to travel for the winter break. We will however support you 

to travel after this date should your travel plans or personal circumstances not 

support an earlier departure.   

 Student departures will be supported at Durham University by the rollout of mass 

Covid-19 testing for students and members of staff.  

 We have already completed testing of asymptomatic students (and staff) at Van 

Mildert, Stephenson and University Colleges.  

 We are now scaling up this testing to about 75% of the Colleges (for students 

living in) and three central testing sites (for students living out and those living in 

at Colleges without testing facilities on-site).   

 Testing in the additional Colleges will be rolled out from this week and aims to 

be at c.75% by Friday 27 November. Testing in Colleges will run up to Friday 11 

December, and possibly continue to Tuesday 15 December. 

 All three central testing sites will open on Tuesday 24 November. The sites at 

Palace Green and the Racecourse will cease testing after Thursday 3 December. 

Testing at the Sports and Wellbeing Park will continue until at least Monday 14 

December or possibly longer, if required. 

 Testing is not mandatory but strongly encouraged to enable to you to depart with 

greater confidence of not being infected. It is noted that two tests seven days 

apart are required to provide a high level of confidence that a person is not 

infected. We are starting the testing early to allow students to test ahead of their 

planned departure in case of the need to self-isolate following a positive test. 

 If you choose to remain in Durham over the winter break, we will ensure you 

remain fully supported. Colleges, whilst running a scaled back operation, will be 

open for students wishing to remain, and student support services (University, SU 

and Common Rooms) are available for all students both face-to-face and 

online. Students remaining are also welcome and encouraged to take part in 

testing. 

 We would encourage everyone to participate in testing. We hope the testing 

available will give you greater confidence of not infecting your families if you 

choose to return home over the break. By taking the test you are also making a 

significant contribution to the local and national effort to reduce the spread of 

Covid-19 and increasing everyone’s chances of enjoying a safe and healthy 

winter break. 



 To understand student intentions for the winter break we have sent out a survey 

to all students. Can we please ask that you complete this survey as soon as 

possible if you have not already done so.  

 

More detail on when, where and how to take the test will follow from the University and from 
Colleges in coming days and weeks. In the meantime, please continue to keep yourself and 
your fellow students safe by following all Government and University guidance. 
  
Best wishes 
 


