
To: All students 

Date: 4 November 2020 

 

Dear Students, 

Following the communications you received earlier in the week, I want to provide an update 

on the University’s response and planning for the second national lockdown which comes 

into force tomorrow, Thursday 5 November. Full details of the national lockdown are 

available here.  

Along with other universities, Durham University will remain open during this period. As 
throughout the pandemic, we are committed to supporting the education, mental health and 
wellbeing of our students, and so we are keen to share with you our planning for the coming 
weeks: 
  

 Face-to-face teaching activity will continue for now on the current basis.  

 Research postgraduates who need to undertake research work on campus 

should continue to do so. Our research environments are Covid secure and 

comply with all current national guidance. 

 The University Library will continue to operate as currently. Collections at 

the Oriental Museum and Palace Green Library remain available to University 

members by appointment. You can access the Space Bookings system for 

bookings to visit the Library for the ‘Stay and Study’ or ‘Browse and Borrow’ 

services, and to book other study spaces.  
 Student support will continue to be available both within your College and 

centrally, including face-to-face support where this is needed. 

 We recognise the importance of enrichment activity to student mental 

health and wellbeing, and are working closely with Public Health colleagues 

on the details of what we can continue to offer. We anticipate that some 

organised physical activity, especially within households, will be able to continue. 

We are also hopeful that some face-to-face activity for the performing arts, media 

and volunteering may also continue with suitable adaptations. Further details will 

be shared with you as they are finalised. 
  

Please be assured that we will review these arrangements regularly in light of developments 

on campus and further Government regulations and guidance.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-november

