
To: All students 
From: Colleges 
Date: 13 November 2020 
 
Dear Students  
 
We wrote to you earlier in the week about the publication of the latest UK Government 
guidance on how students at English universities can travel safely home for Christmas. 
Following on from that message, we wanted to share with you some further updates: 
 

 The UK Government has published guidance on how students at English 

universities can safely travel home for Christmas. This includes: observing the 

current national restrictions in place until Wednesday 2 December, mass testing for 

Covid-19, preferably travelling home in a “student travel window” between 

December 3 and 9 on staggered departure dates, and universities teaching online 

only after Wednesday 9 December. 

 Under the current national restrictions, everyone must stay at home and avoid travel 

except for work, education or other legally permitted reasons.  

 We want to support students to make informed decisions regarding their travel 

home. We will not seek to instruct students as to dates and times of departure.  

 All of our students, whether they leave Durham for the winter vacation or remain 

here, will have our full support. This includes international students who may choose 

to, or have to, remain in Durham and students for whom Durham is their only 

address.  

 The Bill Bryson Library and the Sports and Wellbeing Park will continue to operate, 

in varying forms, throughout most of the vacation period, and a range of wider 

student experience activities will continue in various formats. Cleaning in Colleges 

will continue and students will have access to catering, either via a pantry or self-

catered kitchen or, dependent on viability, a central College catering facility where 

meals could be purchased. More details will be communicated over coming weeks.  

 We share the Government’s commitment to ensuring that students can access high 

quality education in various forms. That is why, having seen Covid-19 case numbers 

fall significantly – and no evidence of transmission in a classroom setting – we have 

continued with prioritised face to face teaching. This will continue until Friday 4 

December across the University in all subject areas.  

 In light of the preferred “student travel window”, most Departments will move to 

online teaching only after Friday 4 December. There will be exceptions, including 

where laboratory-based or practicals in the week commencing Monday 7 December 

are required. To be clear, in this last week of term, in all cases teaching must be 

online only from Thursday 10 December. More details will be communicated via 

Departments in coming weeks to students to explain the local roll-out of this 

position.  

 Looking ahead to Term 2, we intend to continue with a blended model of face to 

face and online teaching commencing, as planned, from Monday 11 January. Health 

and safety is of the utmost importance to us and we are very pleased that we have 

delivered face to face teaching safely during this Term. We continue to believe that 

some provision of face to face teaching is in the best interests of our students. We 

have carefully reflected on the start of Term 1 and will be in a stronger position for 

Term 2 due to greater Covid-19 testing, including our Lateral Flow Test (LFT) pilot. 

We continue to have detailed discussions with the Government on asymptomatic testing. 
We expect to be able to communicate more details of how our LFT pilot will be scaled up 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-education-reopening-buildings-and-campuses/student-movement-and-plans-for-the-end-of-autumn-2020-term
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1200/part/2/made


early next week. In the meantime, please keep yourself and your fellow students safe by 
continuing to follow all Government and University guidance.  
 
Best wishes 

 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/youruniversity/

