
Dear Colleagues,  
 
The email contains important updates on Covid-19. Please take the time to read it carefully. 
  
Latest Government advice   
 
Step 4 of the Government Roadmap moved the legal responsibility to determine necessary 
risk from Government to individuals and organisations.  
 
The strong message from the Department for Education is that removal of face-to-face 
teaching in all educational settings is to be a last resort.  
 
With this in mind, we are balancing a desire to protect our staff, students and the wider 
community with strong emphasis on offering our students a face-to-face education.   
  
Latest decisions from Durham University:  
 

• Reasonable and proportionate safety measures will remain in place on campus 
to reduce the risk of Covid-19 transmission.  

• Following a robust Risk Assessment, no social distancing measures will be in 
place for the start of term. Some one-way systems will remain to aid flow 
through buildings.  

• Members of our community are expected and encouraged to wear face 
coverings if they can when circulating indoors and in teaching and some Wider 
Student Experience (WSE) settings.  

   
Further detail:   
   
Safety measures  
  
A robust Risk Assessment approach has been undertaken across the institution over 
recent months.  
 
As an institution we want to enable face-to-face activity to take place in as ‘normal’ a way as 
possible but, to achieve this safely, it is critical that a range of reasonable and proportionate 
safety measures remain in place to reduce the risk of Covid-19 transmission.   
  
Ventilation  
 
We have procedures in place to assess ventilation levels in internal spaces on campus. All 
centrally bookable teaching spaces have been assessed in order to establish Covid-secure 
room capacities. We have installed Air Quality Monitors (AQM) in rooms with natural 
ventilation to enable colleagues to monitor CO2 levels to provide suitable air quality and 
thermal comfort as far as is possible. Portable AQMs have also been made available.  
  
 
Social distancing  
 
In light of the robust Risk Assessment approach that has been undertaken across the 
institution, there will not be any social distancing measures in place across the campus for 
the start of term. Our internal spaces will continue to operate within our Covid-secure 
capacities, based on ventilation and air quality, and some one-way systems will remain in 
place to aid flow through buildings.   
 



We will monitor this situation carefully and on an ongoing basis, in consultation with Durham 
County Council’s Public Health team.  
   
 
Face coverings  
 
To ensure that we are able to deliver a safe teaching, learning, research and work 
environment, and maximise the amount of on-campus interaction, we expect and encourage 
all staff, students and visitors to wear face coverings if they can.   
 
This includes when moving around in buildings and during face-to-face teaching, with the 
exception of where reasonable adjustments are required to ensure the wellbeing and 
inclusion of all. Full details are provided in the University face coverings policy. Further 
guidance on meetings will be provided shortly.   
 
The face coverings policy provides details of alternative measures available to 
support those who may be impacted by others wearing face coverings, for example, 
those who rely on lip-reading. Our Covid-19 mitigation measures are subject to regular 
review and members of the University community will continue to be updated on any future 
changes.  
   
 
Testing and vaccinations  
 
We anticipate that the large majority of staff and students will have been fully vaccinated by 
the time term begins, but would encourage anyone who is eligible and yet to be vaccinated 
to book a vaccine on the NHS website. Additionally, we are arranging pop-up vaccine clinics 
on campus for students to encourage uptake.  
 
Regular testing is encouraged. All members of staff employed by the University are welcome 
to book LFT tests, including staff working from home.   
 
Our successful Test to Release programme will continue for both staff and students this 
term and our Test to Participate programme will remain in place for many WSE activities.   
 
You can find out more about our Lateral Flow Testing programme and testing 
locations on our Covid-19 web pages.  
  
 
Track and trace   
 
The Covid-19 Incident Control Centre (ICC) will operate seven days per week from the 
beginning of term and our University ‘track and trace’ system will continue to work closely 
with local partners to proactively identify and manage cases of Covid-19 within our 
community.  
  
 
Conclusion  
 
As we prepare for the start of a new academic year, there is a need to strike a balance 
between the desire for University life to go ‘back to normal’, with a requirement to take 
reasonable and proportionate safety measures to protect staff, students and the wider 
community.  
 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/coronavirus/Facecoveringpolicy.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/lft/


It is critical that some safety measures remain in place to reduce the risk of Covid-19 
transmission. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your Line Manager in 
the first instance.  
 
We will continue to update you throughout Michaelmas Term. You can stay up to date with 
the latest Covid-19 information and see copies of all staff and student communications 
at durham.ac.uk/coronavirus.  
  
 
Best wishes,  
 
Claire O’Malley   
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global)  
 

http://www.durham.ac.uk/coronavirus

