
To: All staff and PGR students 
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 
Subject: Covid-19 Update:  UK Government announcement 
Date: 6 July 2021 
 
Dear colleagues,   
 

On Monday 5 July, the UK Government announced details about Step 4, the final stage of 
the Roadmap out of Lockdown, which is expected to start on 19 July.    
 

We are currently working through the implications of the announcement and will send a 
detailed update following the next Government announcement which is scheduled to take 
place on Monday 12 July.  
 

For now, all Step 3 restrictions remain in place. Please visit gov.uk to remind yourself what 
you can and cannot do under the current restrictions.    
   
 

Working from home   
 

If your role allows, you should continue to work from home while we work through the 
latest Government guidance and prepare our campus for the next academic year.   
 

This guidance applies to all colleagues.   
   
 

Hybrid Working for Professional Services colleagues  
 

We will pilot Hybrid Working for Professional Services colleagues during academic year 
2021/22. Hybrid Working will allow colleagues in Professional Services to agree with their 
managers where and when they work - where the needs of the business and their role 
allows and in accordance with our University principles.    
 

It will take until September 2021 to get our estate ready and to work through the operational 
practicalities of this new way of working. Until then, if your role allows, you should continue 
to work from home until arrangements for your area are finalised.   
 

Much information for staff is available at dur.ac.uk/hybridworking, or speak to your line 
manager, to find out more.   
   
 

Staying safe on campus    
 

Your health, safety and wellbeing are always our first priority and throughout the pandemic 
we have taken every precaution to ensure our campus is Covid-secure.   
 

Following the move to Step 4 we do expect to lift some University restrictions, in line with 
Government guidance, and will adapt to the context on campus. We will provide more 
information on health and safety measures on campus in the coming weeks.   
   
 

Conclusion   
 

With the lifting of restrictions on social contact and the prospect of a more normal summer 
ahead, you may feel a range of emotions.   
 

mailto:coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://www.dur.ac.uk/hybridworking/


If you feel that you might benefit from additional support, our services remain available to 
you no matter where you are right now. Find out more on our Covid-19 wellbeing pages.   
 

The easing of restrictions, and increased freedom this brings, means that it’s as important as 
ever that we continue to work together and there are some simple steps we can all take to 
protect ourselves and each other:   
 

 Get vaccinated and continue to follow guidance when you are fully vaccinated   
 Self-isolate and book a PCR test if you have Covid-19 symptoms (even if you have 

had two doses of the Covid-19 vaccine)   
 Remember Hands, Face, Space and let Fresh Air in  

 
Please visit gov.uk to remind yourself of the latest Government guidance for people in 
England. If you are not currently in England, please continue to follow guidance wherever 
you are.    
   
Best wishes,   
 

Claire O’Malley   
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global)   
 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/od/remotesupport/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021/covid-19-response-spring-2021-summary

