
To: All staff and PGR students 
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 
Subject: A message from the Vice-Chancellor: UK Government announcement 
Date: 23 February 2021 
 
Dear colleagues,  
 
I am sure many of you will have watched the Prime Minister’s address last night and heard 
about the UK Government’s plans for easing the restrictions in place to help control the 
spread of Covid-19.    
 
The University Executive Committee (UEC) is meeting this morning to consider the 
implications of the ‘Roadmap’ - and the planned ‘return of students’ to campuses – for the 
Durham University community and our City.    
 
Colleagues are working at pace to develop and consult on operational plans so that we can 
deliver the best possible Easter Term experience for all of our students and members of 
staff.  I will write to you at the earliest opportunity to provide further details.  
 
For now, the University remains open, but in a Covid constrained way. The vast majority of 
our learning and student enrichment activities will continue to be offered online only for the 
remainder of Epiphany Term (Term 2), as planned.   
 
Though we can be cautiously optimistic about the late-Spring and Summer months, it is 
important that we continue to protect ourselves and each other. I urge you all to continue to 
follow Government restrictions and University guidance to help control the spread of Covid-
19.  
 
We have a large Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) capacity at the University and if you are in the 
City or working on campus, please do test regularly to protect yourselves and our 
community. The LFT programme is free, accessible and available seven days a week at our 
central testing sites.  
 
If you have Covid-19 symptoms, a positive test result, or have been identified as a close 
contact, please inform your line manager - even if you are not in Durham at this time.   
 
I'd like to thank you for your ongoing dedication to the University and your continuing support 
for each other and our students in difficult circumstances. I know this has not been an easy 
journey.  
 
For now, please take care and stay well.  
 
Best wishes,  

Stuart Corbridge  
Vice-Chancellor and Warden 

 
Find out about our Lateral Flow Testing programme: durham.ac.uk/coronavirus/lft 
 
Read the latest UK Government guidance: gov.uk/coronavirus 
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