
To: All Staff and PGR students 
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 
Subject: Covid-19 Update: 19.04.2021 
Date: Monday 19 April 2021 
 

Dear colleagues,  
 

The UK Government’s Roadmap out of Lockdown sets out a four-step easing of restrictions 
offering a route back to a more normal life. From Monday 12 April, we have moved from Step 
1 to Step 2 with some easing of restrictions on social contact, business, and activities.  
 
Below you will find information outlining plans for Easter term, along with broader Covid-19 
information and actions you should take to help maintain a healthy community.  
 

 Teaching, learning and examinations  

 Research  
 Wider Student Experience  
 Colleges  
 Staying safe on campus  

  
 

Teaching, learning and examinations  
 

Further to last week’s Government announcement with regards to the return of students for 
face-to-face teaching activity, all academic departments will be writing to their students on 
Tuesday 20 April, clearly explaining teaching plans for Easter Term.  
 

All 2020/21 examinations will take place online as planned.  
  
 

Research  
 

A roadmap of how the Government’s steps out of lockdown will impact upon our research 
and teaching can be found on our website. Please note that the timings for transition across 
each stage are subject to Government confirmation and might change subject to progress in 
reducing infection rates and impacts upon the health services across the UK.  
 

Further information can be found on the Covid-19 webpages for Research and Teaching.  
  
 

Wider student experience  
 

We plan to deliver a comprehensive set of managed, in-person and online Wider Student 
Experience (WSE) activities during Easter Term for our students. In-person activities will be 
carried out in Covid-secure ways and in accordance with the relevant government 
guidance. We have agreed a Timeline for the opening up of WSE facilities and activities 
which can be found on our Covid-19 student web pages.   
 

 

Colleges  
 

Our Colleges will continue to operate in line with Covid-19 restrictions to provide a safe 
environment for our entire community. However, some students cannot or will choose not to 
return to Durham for Easter Term.  
 

mailto:coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021/covid-19-response-spring-2021-summary#step-2---not-before-12-april
https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/coronavirus/password/RRG_TRGRoadmapoutofLockdown.pdf
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/researchers/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/staff/ta/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/students/wse/


 For students who cannot or do not return to College accommodation at the beginning 
of Easter Term - College residence charges are only payable from the date they 
return to College accommodation, until the end of their licence agreement.  

 For students who cannot or do not return to College accommodation at all during 
Easter Term - College residence charges will be waived until the end of licence 
agreements.  

  
 
Staying safe on campus  
 

We have taken every precaution to ensure our campus is Covid-secure, including social 
distancing and the use of face coverings, enhanced cleaning measures and the 
establishment of a contact tracing team.   
 

Our Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) programme will continue throughout Easter Term and you 
can access LFTs for free, seven days a week.   
If you have Covid-19 symptoms, a positive test result, or have been identified as a close 
contact, please let your line manager know.   
  
 

Conclusion  
 

While we welcome the further easing of restrictions as part of the steps out of lockdown, it’s 
important that we all continue to follow guidance, wherever we are, to help protect ourselves 
and those we care about.   
 
You can find out more about UK Government guidance at gov.uk.  
 
 
Best wishes,    
   
Claire O’Malley    
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global)    
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

