
To: All Staff and PGR students  
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk  
Subject: Covid-19 Update:  UK Government announcement    
Date: Tuesday 15 June 2021 

 

Dear colleagues, 

Yesterday evening (Monday 14 June), the UK Government announced that England will not 

proceed to Step 4 of the Roadmap out of Lockdown on Monday 21 June.  

This email provides an overview of what this means for our University community.  

 Working from home 

 Wider Student Experience 

 Staying safe on campus 

 Lateral Flow Testing 

 Internal reporting 

 

Working from home 

You should continue to work from home where your role allows.  

We will pilot Hybrid Working for Professional Services colleagues during academic year 

2021/22. Hybrid Working will allow colleagues in Professional Services to agree with their 

managers where and when they work - where the needs of the business and their role 

allows and in accordance with our University principles. 

It will take until September 2021 to get our estate ready and to work through the operational 

practicalities of this new way of working - until then, if your role allows, you should continue 

to work from home until arrangements for your area are finalised. 

Lots of information for staff is available at dur.ac.uk/hybridworking, or speak to your line 

manager to find out more. 

 

Wider Student Experience 

We continue to deliver a set of managed in-person and online Wider Student Experience 

(WSE) activities throughout Easter Term but some events may change.   

Our in-person activities are carried out in Covid-secure ways and in accordance with 

government guidance. Many events will proceed as planned. However, some events may 

now be postponed, cancelled, or run in a different way. 

Where events are postponed or cancelled, staff and student leaders are working together to 

find alternatives, if possible. Refunds for ticket holders will be offered wherever necessary. 

Event organisers will contact ticket holders shortly with more information.   

Students have been reminded that our Test to Participate programme remains in place until 

Friday 2 July. You can find out more about the programme on our WSE web pages. 

 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/hybridworking
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/students/wse/


  

Staying safe on campus  

We have taken every precaution to ensure our campus is Covid-secure, including social 

distancing and the use of face coverings, enhanced and ventilation measures, and the 

establishment of a contact tracing team. These measures will remain in place until at 

least the end of Easter Term. They will then be kept under review as government 

guidance changes. 

Over the last few weeks, we have seen a rising number of Covid cases among our student 

community. We will continue to monitor the situation closely but may need to take action 

which could impact on events we have planned for the rest of term. Students have been 

encouraged to continue to follow the relevant guidance to help minimise transmission.    

 

Lateral Flow Testing 

You are strongly advised to take two LFTs per week, to help protect yourself and others. You 

can access free LFTs, seven days a week at our four central testing sites until Sunday 4 

July.  

From Monday 5 July, you can access LFTs for free at Palace Green (seven days a week) 

and the Palatine Centre (Monday – Friday). 

Visit our LFT web pages for more information. 

 

Internal reporting 

Reporting cases of Covid-19 internally helps us to proactively manage University cases with 

local and national public health experts and enables us to support you during periods of self-

isolation. You should self-isolate immediately and inform your line manager if you: 

 Have Covid-19 symptoms 

 A positive test result 

 Or have been identified as a close contact of someone who has tested positive for 

Covid-19 

Please use our internal reporting systems even if you are not currently working on campus. 

 

Conclusion 

After a difficult year, we understand that this may come as disappointing news. Some of you 

may also feel apprehension about what the coming weeks and months will bring. If this is the 

case and you feel that you might benefit from additional support, our services remain 

available to you no matter where you are right now. Find out more on our Covid-19 

wellbeing pages. 

For now, we must continue to work together and there are some simple steps we can all 

take to protect ourselves and each other: 

 Get vaccinated when you are eligible 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/lft/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/od/remotesupport/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/od/remotesupport/


 Self-isolate and book a PCR test if you have Covid-19 symptoms (even if you have 

had your vaccination) 

 Continue to follow guidance to help control the spread of Covid-19 

Please visit gov.uk to familiarise yourself with the latest Government guidance for people in 

England. If you are not currently in England, please continue to follow guidance wherever 

you are.  

Best wishes, 

Claire O’Malley 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global)   

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021/covid-19-response-spring-2021-summary

