
 
To: All Staff and PGR students  
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk  
Subject: Covid-19 Update 14.01.2021  
Date: Thursday 14 January 2021 
 
Dear colleagues,   
  
Latest updates and guidance from Durham University    
  
This email contains new Covid-19 updates and actions to take, please take the time to read 
it carefully. 
  

 Action to take: Apply for the Covid-19 Recovery Fund, Take part in the LFT survey, 
Book an LFT  
 New information and guidance: College residence charges, Covid-19 Breaches 
during National Lockdown  
 Updates on important information: Library services, Critical worker school places  

  
Action to take  
  
COVID-19 Studentship Extensions for Postgraduate Research  
  
We are pleased to announce that United Kingdom Research and Innovation (UKRI), has 
awarded the University additional funds to support a second phase of extension funding for 
those UKRI-funded students with end dates from 1 April 2021 who started prior to 1 March 
2020 whose research has been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
  
The University has also agreed to provide funded extensions on the same basis as UKRI to 
studentships it funds (e.g. Durham Doctoral Studentships).  
  
We hope to support as many researchers as possible who have been unable to adapt 
their projects sufficiently to be able to complete within their funded period.     
  
Researchers who have not previously received a funded extension who fall into the following 
priority groups are now invited to apply for Wave 1 of the scheme.  The closing date will 
be 27 January 2021.  
  

 Researchers with funding end dates between 1 April 2021 and 30 September 
2021 and   

 Researchers starting before 1 March 2020 in earlier stages of their research 
programme with additional support needs, including those who have 
a disability or long-term illness, are neurodivergent or who have caring 
responsibilities.   

  
A second wave will open in February for other researchers with funding end dates after 30 
September who fall outside the groups listed above.   
  
Full details of both waves and an application form can be found here.  
  
Have your say on our Lateral Flow Test programme  
  
We are running a survey in partnership with the Department of Health and Social Care 
(DHSC) to capture your feedback on how we can improve the Lateral Flow Testing 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/graduate.school/finance/awardholders/acadfwkcriteria/ExtensionSchemeLaunch2021.pdf


programme. All University staff can take part if you have completed the training and taken a 
test.   
  
The survey is anonymous and will help inform how other Universities, schools, care homes 
and local authorities across the country can use testing to help stop the spread of Covid-19. 
Complete the survey here.  
  
Lateral Flow Testing  
  
Free Lateral Flow Tests continue to be available for all staff. Taking regular 
tests will help reduce the spread of Covid-19 in our University and local community.   
  
If you haven’t done so already, watch the short online training video and complete the quiz, 
then book your slot at one of the testing sites:  
  

 Maiden Castle  
 Palace Green  
 Palatine Centre  
 Racecourse  

  
If your test is negative, book your next slot. You don’t need to watch the training video and 
complete the quiz again. 
  
New information and guidance  
  
College residence charges  
  
To support students, including postgraduate researchers, in continuing their studies from 
home until face-to-face teaching recommences, the University will reduce College residence 
charges for days that College rooms are unoccupied.  
  
The usual February payment for College residence charges will not be taken from any 
student. The full balance of the year’s charges, minus the appropriate reduction for each 
student who delays their return, will be taken in June.  
  
If you are a postgraduate research student who usually resides in College accommodation, 
we will soon be in touch to confirm your current living arrangements.   
  
Covid-19 Breaches during National Lockdown  
  
The vast majority of students have continued to respond to the new national lockdown as 
responsible citizens. Indeed, our University community is based on respect: respect and 
care for one another, for staff, and for the local residents with whom we share our city.   
  
Nevertheless, the threat posed by Covid-19 is now acute and therefore we must, if a student 
breaks the Government or University regulations, take swift and decisive action. It is 
important that our whole community is aware that during National Lockdown all sanctions, 
including exclusion from College, will be available for any breach of Covid rules.  
  
  
Updates on important information  
  
Library services  
  

https://durham.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/lft


We continue to support students and staff through our online library services, which are 
available to you anytime, anywhere. Visit our Library News page for the latest updates.  
  

 A free postal loans service is now available for PGR and PGT, final year UG students 
and staff who are not currently residing in Durham.   
 There is a vast collection of online resources accessible through Discover, specific 
subject support on our subject guides and help and support through our Virtual Enquiry 
Desk.  
 We have re-introduced our Scan and Deliver service, available to current University 

members who are not currently residing in Durham. 
 We are offering a free postal returns service to all UK-based staff, allowing books to 
be returned to the Library by those who are not able to access campus.  
 For staff on campus the Browse and Borrow, pre-booked service is available.  
 Individual study spaces can be pre-booked for all staff and students at Bill Bryson 
Library for essential use only.  

  
Critical worker school places  
 
In response to some schools being over capacity with the inclusion of more children of 
critical workers, the Government has updated its guidance on childcare, including which 
University staff are classed as critical workers and can be prioritised for accessing school 
places. Further information is available in our FAQs and Guidance for Managers.  
  
Conclusion  
  
Last week, the Vice-Chancellor wrote to students and staff to provide an update on plans for 
Term 2. You can stay up to date with the latest information for staff on our Covid-19 
webpages.   
  
The latest guidance from the UK Government is clear: Stay at home. Wherever you are, 
please ensure you are familiar with Government guidance. If you do have Covid-19 
symptoms, self-isolate immediately, book a test and inform your line manager.  
  
I would like to thank everyone for their ongoing commitment and hard work as we continue 
to work together and adapt to the challenges of the pandemic, and for following Government 
guidelines to help keep each other safe.  
  
If you do have any questions regarding today’s update, please speak to your line manager in 
the first instance.  
  
UK Government guidance is available at gov.uk  
  
Best wishes,    
  
Claire O’Malley    
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global)    
  
All Covid-19 communications issued to students are available on our website.  
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https://discover.durham.ac.uk/primo-explore/search?vid=44DUR_VU4
https://durham-uk.libguides.com/?b=s
https://dulib.libanswers.com/index.php
https://dulib.libanswers.com/index.php
https://durham-uk.libguides.com/usingthelibrary/scananddeliver
https://durham-uk.libguides.com/usingthelibrary/postal-returns
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/staff/workingarrangements/faq/?faqno=8080
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/staff/hr/linemanagers/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/staff/term2/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/staff/term2/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/password/students/comms/

