
To: All Staff, PGR students  
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 
Subject: Covid-19 Update: A message from the Vice-Chancellor: Epiphany Term update 
To be issued: Thursday 7 January 2021 

 

Dear colleagues,  

Earlier this week I provided an initial update on the implications of the latest government 

Guidance for universities at a time of national lockdown.  Today, I’m writing to provide further 

detail on Durham’s evolving plans for Terms 2 and 3: Epiphany and Easter Terms 2021.   

Before I do that, I’d like to give some context to this update. 

It is clear that the University and the higher education sector, indeed all of the UK, is now 

facing a very difficult risk landscape around Covid-19. This is linked in part to the rapid and 

gathering spread of Covid-19 Variant B.1.1.7, which is expected to spike even further 

following the winter holiday season. 

The vaccination programme discussed by the Prime Minister on 4 January 2021 initially 

targets those over 70 or with critical illness. This means that most of our staff and students 

will not be vaccinated by the proposed end to the national lockdown or the university 

teaching review point in mid-February 2021. 

The University Executive Committee (UEC) believes it is unrealistic to assume that the 

Covid-19 crisis in the UK will dissipate sharply enough in the second half of February 2021, 

or even in the first half of March 2021, to suggest that students in the UK will be allowed to 

return to their campuses en masse at that time. 

Accordingly, UEC and the University Council have today agreed that all teaching and 

learning at Durham University, with the exception of a very small number of programmes 

(see our Frequently Asked Questions [FAQs] webpages), will not only be wholly online until 

19 February, which is in line with the new Government advice issued this week, but will 

remain wholly online until the end of the Epiphany teaching Term on 19 March 2021. 

Durham University students are being advised to stay where they are during the UK’s 

national lockdown and, where they are not currently resident in Durham, to delay their return 

to Durham City to no earlier than the start of Easter Term 2021. 

A copy of my letter to Durham undergraduate and taught postgraduate students is provided 

at the end of this communication.  Senate will be fully briefed and consulted on future 

planning at its next meeting, on 12 February 2021. 

Please be assured that the University’s Covid-19 Planning Group (CPG), and its associated 

task and finish groups, is continuing to meet regularly to plan for the rest of this Term and 

Term 3.  Information will follow shortly on the University’s wider plans for maintaining its 

operations during the national lockdown.   

We know our staff will have a large number of questions – including about the nursery, 

furlough arrangements, key workers, laboratory-based research, the Library, and so much 
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more – and these will be addressed promptly through our Frequently Asked Questions 

pages.  The University will also ensure there are regular Town Hall meetings for all members 

of staff throughout Epiphany and Easter Terms.    

Please also be assured that the University remains in a strong position financially and that 

we will continue to invest in our collective futures.  We fully understand that mental health 

provision for staff and students at a time of lockdown and Covid fatigue is of the utmost 

importance. We will ensure high quality support services – largely online but in person when 

needed and where possible – to staff and students, both remotely and on campus. Please 

visit our staff support pages for information on the support network available to you.   

Lastly, on behalf of colleagues on Council and UEC, I want to reiterate how much we 

appreciate the work that is being carried out by staff across DU to ensure the continuing 

operations of our University.  It is thanks to our shared commitment to working together for 

the collective good that we will continue to support students, staff and the local community 

through the challenges that lie ahead. 

As always, we are here to support you.  We recognise that many colleagues are continuing 

to work while navigating challenging circumstances, including additional caring 

responsibilities, and we encourage you to discuss any concerns or need for flexibility with 

your line manager, with whom you should also raise any questions that you might have in 

the first instance.  

Please follow the national guidelines if you are in the UK and stay safe wherever you are. 

With all best wishes,  

Stuart 

Stuart Corbridge 
Vice-Chancellor and Warden 

All Covid-19 communications issued to students are available on our website 

 

Letter to All Students from the Vice Chancellor and Warden: 7 January 2021 

 

Headlines 

With a very few exceptions, all teaching and learning will now be online only for the 

entirety of Epiphany Term – up to 19 March 2021. 

Students not currently in Durham should not return to Durham City before the start of 

Easter Term 2021, at the earliest. 

College accommodation charges are waived for students not in residence in Epiphany 

Term 2021. 

The University will work hard to ensure that learning outcomes and the graduation of 

students are achieved on time. 
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The University will work as hard as it can to provide students with an enhanced 

Easter Term within the prevailing national context. 

 

Dear students 

I am writing to let you know that the University Executive Committee (UEC) and the 

University Council have today agreed the following:  

(a)  that all teaching and learning at Durham University, with the exception of a very small 

number of programmes (as set out on our Covid-19 webpage), will not only be wholly online 

until 19 February, which is in line with new Government advice issued this week, but will 

remain wholly online until the end of the Epiphany teaching Term on 19 March 2021. 

(b)  that Durham University students should remain where they are during the UK’s national 

lockdown.  Students who are not currently resident in Durham should plan to delay their 

return to Durham City to no earlier than the start of Easter Term 2021. 

(c)  that College accommodation charges will be waived for students not in residence in 

Epiphany Term 2021. 

I am aware this new advice will be disappointing to many students. But I believe it is 

unrealistic to assume that the Covid-19 crisis in the UK will dissipate sharply enough in the 

second half of February 2021, or even in the first half of March 2021, to suggest that 

students in the UK will be allowed to return to their campuses en masse at that time. 

Best, then, that we all know where we stand and make our plans accordingly.   

For the University this means three things above all:  

(1)    that we continue to ensure that all of our students receive a first rate education and 

achieve their learning outcomes.  Where those outcomes require practicals, placements, 

laboratory classes and/or fieldwork that needs to be delivered ‘on campus’ or ‘in person’ we 

will do all that we can to ensure this happens either this Term (in a small number of cases) 

or in Easter Term (in most cases);  

(2)   that we continue to ensure that student support services are working well to support all 

of our students, whether you are based in Durham City or are accessing the University 

remotely, and that all student enquiries (for example, on study spaces; access to the Library; 

examination plans and support policies) are answered quickly and made available on our 

Covid-19 webpages;  

(3)   that we put in place plans now to provide the best possible Easter Term experience for 

all of our students, including all those Durham students we look forward to welcoming back 

to the City when circumstances allow.   

We can be reasonably optimistic about where the country will be in respect of Covid-19 by 

the second half of April.  And we will do all that we can at Durham to think imaginatively 

about the shape and content of Easter Term, consulting widely with our staff and student 

leaders on how best we can make The Durham Difference come alive as we conclude a very 

difficult academic year.   

In the spirit of this letter, though, I must ask all of us to recognise that we cannot at this stage 

know for sure what April, May and June 2021 will look like in the UK or in northeast England, 

though a rapid rollout of Covid-19 vaccines will give us all greater assurance that a corner 
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has been turned.  Durham University has excellent Covid-19 testing capacity, as is widely 

recognised, and this will help us as we resume operations in Durham City. 

To sum up: I am really very sorry to write to you in these terms, which I know will bring 

unwelcome news to many Durham students.  Please be assured that the University is here 

to listen and help you at every step of the way through the rest of this academic year and 

beyond.  The University will take every step possible to ensure that you graduate on time 

and that you achieve your learning outcomes.  And we will do everything we can to make 

sure that Easter Term 2021 is a much better one for our students and staff than Epiphany 

Term. 

Please consult our Covid-19 webpages for further details. 

Please follow the national guidelines if you are in the UK and stay safe wherever you are. 

With kind regards, 

Stuart 

 

Stuart Corbridge 
Vice-Chancellor and Warden 
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