
To: UG and PGT students  
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk  
Subject: Covid-19 Update: UK Government announcement     
Date: Wednesday 12 May 2021  
  
Highlights  

 

• The UK Government has confirmed that further in-person teaching can 
recommence from Monday 17 May 2021.  

• Take two Lateral Flow Tests per week throughout term.  
• Accessing student support and services safely.  
• Continue to follow guidance to protect yourself and others.   

  
Dear students,  

 

The UK Government has now confirmed that further in-person teaching at English 
universities can resume from Monday 17 May, as part of Step 3 of the Roadmap out of 
Lockdown.   

 

Teaching and learning  

 

On Tuesday 20 April, your academic department wrote to you to confirm teaching 
arrangements for your programme of study up to Monday 17 May. Your department will 
contact you again today (Wednesday 12 May) to confirm arrangements from Monday 17 
May onwards.  
  
All 2020/21 examinations will continue online as planned.  
  
Returning to Durham  

 

If you return to Durham, there are some simple steps you can take to help protect our 
community.   

 

Arriving from within the UK - Participate in Lateral Flow Testing  

 

• Test before you travel, either through your local community testing programme or 
by ordering a home test online via the Universal Rapid Testing Offer.  

• You are strongly advised to take an LFT on day 1 (the day you arrive in the city), day 
4 and 7. Book your LFTs before you travel to Durham.  

• Minimise your social contact until you receive a negative result from your second LFT 
(taken on day 4).  

• You should then take two Lateral Flow Tests per week throughout term at our central 
testing sites. This will also enable you to access our in-person Wider Student 
Experience events and activities.   

     
You can book your LFTs using the link in the email you received when you completed your 
LFT training or visit our Covid-19 web pages for more information on how to book your test.   

 

If you choose not to participate in Lateral Flow Testing when you return to Durham from 
within the UK, we strongly advise that you minimise social contact, even within your 
household, for ten days to help protect our community.   

 

Arriving from outside of the UK - Follow UK Government quarantine guidance   
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UK Government guidance states that if you’re travelling to the UK, you must either 
quarantine in the place you’re staying or in a managed quarantine hotel for 10 days. What 
you need to do depends on where you travel in the 10 days before you arrive in the UK.  
  
It is vital that you do not break these quarantine rules by leaving your accommodation before 
the end of the 10-day period. If you do, you may receive a fine or face other serious 
sanctions.   

 

Please visit gov.uk/uk-border-control and read the step-by-step guide before planning 
your travel.   

 

Once you have completed your 10-day quarantine period, you are strongly advised to take 
two Lateral Flow Tests per week for the rest of term at our central testing sites. This will also 
enable you to access our in-person Wider Student Experience events and activities.       
  
Returning to College accommodation  

 

If you are returning to Durham from outside of the UK and are living 
in College accommodation, please advise your College in advance of your arrival. This will 
allow the College team to determine which services can best be provided to support your 
quarantine requirements.   

 

Returning to private accommodation  

 

If you live out and are returning to Durham from outside the UK, you should arrange food 
deliveries or seek help from friends for collecting food or other essential supplies. If you need 
any further help, please contact your College office in the first instance.  

 

If you have been in, or travelled through, a country on the banned travel list (sometimes 
known as the ‘red list’) in the last 10 days, you cannot enter the UK unless you are British, 
Irish or you have the right to live in the UK. Please visit the UK Government website for more 
information.  
  
Accessing student support and services safely  

 

We have taken every precaution to ensure our campus is Covid-secure, including social 
distancing and the use of face coverings, enhanced cleaning measures and the 
establishment of a contact tracing team. Our Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) programme 
continues throughout Easter Term and you can access LFTs for free, seven days a week at 
our central testing sites.   

 

Our high-quality student support and welfare services remain available to you, wherever you 
are right now. Our Colleges also remain open and available to all students with concerns or 
queries.  

 

Our Careers & Enterprise Centre is offering a full service of remote support, events and 
workshops during Easter Term. You can visit our Covid-19 and Your Career page for 
answers to frequently asked questions and contact details.  

 

Please visit our Latest News and Information web page for more information 
accessing University services and facilities safely, including the library and Wider Student 
Experience.  
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Conclusion  

 

The latest Government announcement and the easing of Covid-19 restrictions will no doubt 
be welcome news for many of you. Being able to meet more freely with friends and loved 
ones, and the sense of community and belonging that brings, makes this an exciting time.   
 
There are however some restrictions that remain in place to help protect the most vulnerable 
people in our community.  

 

• Social distancing remains in place – please stay 2 metres away from anyone who is 
not in your household or support bubble.  

• The number of people who can meet outdoors is limited to 30 people.  

• When meeting indoors, the Rule of 6 still applies and you’re encouraged to let fresh 
air in.  

 
Please visit gov.uk to familiarise yourself with the latest Government guidance for people 
in England. If you are not currently in England, please continue to follow guidance wherever 
you are.  
   
Best wishes,     
Claire O’Malley  
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global)    
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021/covid-19-response-spring-2021-summary#step-3---not-before-17-may

