
To: UG and PGT students   
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk    
Subject: Covid-19 Update 27.11.2020    
To be issued: Friday 27 November 2020  
 
Dear students,   
   
Latest UK Government updates and guidance    
  
This email contains information on the latest UK Government announcements. Please take 
the time to read it carefully and continue to follow Covid-19 restrictions.  
  
New information and guidance:   

 Covid-19 Tier – North East England  
 UK-wide Christmas arrangements  

  
New information and guidance  
  
Covid-19 Tier – North East England  
 
On Thursday 26 November, the UK Government announced that the North East of 
England will enter Tier 3: Very high alert following the end of the national lockdown on 
Wednesday 2 December.   
 
The new restrictions will come into effect at 00.01am on Wednesday 2 December and will 
be reviewed every 14 days. Under Tier 3, the following restrictions apply;  
 

 No mixing of households indoors or most outdoor settings, apart from support 
bubbles.  

 The rule of six applies in some public outdoor spaces, for example parks, sports 
courts and public gardens.  

 Hospitality venues remain closed, except for sales by takeaway, drive-through or 
delivery.  

 Residents should only travel out of the area where necessary e.g. for work, 
education or caring responsibilities.  

 Classes and organised adult sport can take place outdoors, people should avoid 
higher-risk contact activity. Group exercise and sports should not take place, 
unless they are conducted with members of your household.  

 
Please note, these restrictions apply to social settings only, educational settings remain 
open.   
 
Visit gov.uk for more information on local restrictions and the full list of local restriction tiers 
by area.  
  
UK-wide Christmas arrangements  
 
The UK Government has agreed a single set of UK-wide measures to help people come 
together with their loved ones over Christmas, in a way that is as safe as possible.   
These measures will be in effect from 00.01am on Wednesday 23 December to 23.59pm 
on Friday 27 December.  
 
The agreed measures state that;  
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 Travel restrictions across the four administrations and between tiers will be lifted to 
provide a window for households to come together between the 23 and 27 
December. It is still possible for students to travel during the ‘student travel window’ 
between Thursday 3 and Wednesday 9 December.  

 Up to three households can form an exclusive Christmas ‘bubble’ to meet at home 
during this period. When a bubble is formed it is fixed and must not be changed or 
extended further at any point.  

 Each Christmas bubble can meet at home, at a place of worship or an outdoor public 
place, but existing, more restrictive rules on hospitality and meeting in other venues 
will be maintained throughout this period.  

 Students who move home for the winter break will form part of the household to 
which they have returned. They are not treated as part of their term-time household 
for this period.  

 
Even where it is within the rules, meeting with friends and family over Christmas is a 
personal judgement for you to take, mindful of the risks to yourself and others, particularly 
those who are vulnerable.  
 
Find out more about making a Christmas bubble with friends and family at gov.uk. If you are 
travelling outside of the UK over the winter break, please observe local restrictions.  
  
Conclusion  
  
As we look ahead to the winter break, a time where many of us will meet loved ones, it’s vital 
that we continue to remember the basics.  
  

 Hands: Wash your hands regularly with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, or 
use hand sanitizer  
 Face: Wear a face covering in enclosed spaces*  
 Space: Maintain 2m social distancing where possible  

  
By working together, we can maintain a healthy community.  
  
*Not everyone can wear a face covering. Those with certain health conditions or disabilities 
may be unable to wear coverings.  
  
  
Best wishes,    
   
Claire O’Malley    
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global)    
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