
To: All undergraduate and postgraduate taught students  
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 
Subject: Covid-19 update 23.2.22 
Date: 23 February 2022 
 
Headlines   

• Vaccination and booster clinics   
• Onsite LFT testing and distribution of home testing kits   
• Use of face coverings on campus   
• Changes to Wider Student Experience Test to Participate   

    
Dear Students,   

This email contains important Covid-19 information and outlines the measures we are taking 
to protect our community.  
   
We are writing to you to share updates on our Covid-19 mitigations. These take into 
account the latest UK Government guidance which was issued following the Prime 
Minister’s briefing on Monday 21 February.    
 

The decisions have been reached following consultation with staff, students, and local public 
health experts.    
 

Please take the time to read it carefully.   
    

Vaccinations and boosters    

We all have a responsibility to help slow the transmission of Covid-19 and protect our 
community. Having your vaccines and a booster is one of the best ways of doing this.   
This week, we’re running two onsite vaccination and booster clinics for eligible staff and 
students.  

• Wednesday 23 February. 1.30pm-5pm at Derman Christopherson, Calman 
Learning Centre.   
• Thursday 24 February. 12pm-5pm at Kingsgate, Durham Students’ Union.  

  
In the coming weeks, we are hosting a walk-in vaccination and booster bus as follows:   
 

• Thursday 3 March at Howlands car park.     
• Friday 4 March at Palace Green.     
• Wednesday 9 March at Maiden Castle.    

The times of these sessions are still to be confirmed. Updates will be provided via our usual 
internal channels.    
 

First and second doses of the vaccine will be available. Those who have had both Covid-19 
vaccinations over three months ago will be eligible for a booster vaccine.   
 

Doses of a fourth vaccination will also be available for those who can show evidence of an 
invitation from their GP or medical practice.   
 

We encourage everyone to access both Covid-19 vaccinations and a booster dose as soon 
as possible if they haven’t done so already.   
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Lateral Flow Testing and self-isolation   

Our onsite testing facilities will remain open and free for all our students and staff to use until 
the end of Epiphany Term, Friday 18 March.   
 

You can also access free asymptomatic and symptomatic tests at an NHS test site until the 
end of March.    
 

We are exploring permitted options for distributing home tests and will communicate further 
should these become available.  
 

From Thursday 24 February, it is no longer a legal requirement to self-isolate if you test 
positive for Covid-19.  However, we would ask that our community continue to look after 
themselves and each other. To help prevent transmitting Covid-19, we strongly recommend 
that staff and students who test positive for Covid-19 continue to self-isolate in line with 
Government guidance.  
   

Use of face coverings on campus   

We all have a personal responsibility to help prevent the spread of Covid-19 and to protect 
our wider community, especially those who are vulnerable.   
 

We strongly recommend that staff, students and visitors, where they can, continue to wear 
face coverings in crowded and enclosed spaces, especially where they come into contact 
with people they do not usually meet.    
    

Test to participate    

With immediate effect from Wednesday 23 February, proof of a negative LFT test is no 
longer required for those participating in or attending indoor Wider Student Experience 
(WSE) events and activities. The decision to bring this date forward has been made in 
consideration of this week’s Government announcement.    
 

In relation to certain non-teaching activities, staff and students may be strongly encouraged 
to take a voluntary test in advance.    
    

Conclusion   

The review of our latest guidance comes in light of this week’s Government announcement. 
You can find details of the Higher Educational guidance here.  
 

We will continue to work closely with local public health experts and monitor any potential 
outbreaks of Covid-19 within our community.    
 

We all have a responsibility to protect others and do things that facilitate good practice to 
keep our community safe, particularly those who are more vulnerable. We want to make it as 
easy as possible for you to maintain your health and enable you to protect yourself and other 
people and encourage you to participate in regular voluntary LFT testing, self-isolate if you 
have Covid-19 symptoms or a positive test result and wear a face covering if you can.  
 
Further Covid-19 communications will be communicated through other internal channels and 
we encourage you all to keep an eye on our Covid-19 pages for any updates.   

https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1056222/HE_COVID_guidance.pdf
https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/


 

Best wishes,    
 

Claire O’Malley    
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global)    
 


