
  
To: All UG and PGT students  
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk    
Subject: Covid-19 Update: 17.03.2021    
To be issued: Wednesday 17 March 2021  
 
 
Dear students,   
   
Latest updates and guidance from Durham University     
  
This email contains Covid-19 information and actions you should take to help maintain a 
healthy community.  
  

 Action to take: Complete the Variation of Licence to Occupy University 
Accommodation form  

 New information and guidance: College residence charges - Easter Term  

 Updates on important information and guidance: Returning to Durham safely  
  
Action to take  
  
Complete the Variation of Licence to Occupy University Accommodation form  
  
If you were not in residence for all or part of Epiphany Term, please visit our website and 
complete the Variation of Licence to Occupy University Accommodation form if you have not 
already done so. Completing the form will ensure that you receive your waiver for College 
residence charges in Epiphany Term.  
  
The deadline to complete the form is 5.00pm BST on Wednesday 31 March 2021.  
  
 
New information and guidance  
 
College residence charges - Easter Term  
  
We are finalising plans for an enhanced wider student experience in Easter Term and we 
look forward to welcoming you back to our Covid-secure campus. More details will follow 
and are subject to the course of the pandemic and government guidance.  
  
Throughout Easter Term our Colleges will operate in line with Covid-19 restrictions to 
provide a safe environment for our entire community. However, we understand that travelling 
to Durham for the Easter Term may not be possible or that you may not wish to do so.   
  

 If you cannot or do not return to College accommodation at the beginning of 
Easter Term - your College residence charges are payable from the date you 
return to your accommodation until the end of your licence agreement.   

 If you cannot or do not return to College accommodation at all during Easter 
Term - your College residence charges will be waived until the end of your 
licence agreement.   

  
The last year has been incredibly difficult for our University community. In recognition of this, 
the full balance of the year’s residence charges, minus the appropriate reduction if you delay 
your return, won’t be taken until June.  
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Visit our Accommodation, travel and visas page for FAQs on College accommodation.  
  
  
Updates on important information and guidance  
  
Returning to Durham safely  
Easter Term starts on Monday 26 April and we ask that you do not return ahead of that date 
or before the UK Government gives consent, unless it is essential you do so to support your 
educational needs.  
 
When you do return, there are some simple steps you can take to help protect our 
community.  
  
Arriving from within the UK - Participate in Lateral Flow Testing  
 
Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) is free, accessible seven days a week and available to all 
students. LFTs break the chains of Covid-19 transmission and reduce the infection rate by 
identifying people who are infectious but not aware of this.  
 

 When you arrive in Durham, you are strongly advised to take an LFT on day 1 
(the day you arrive in the city), day 4 and 7  

 Minimise your social contact until you receive a negative result for your second 
LFT (taken on day 4)  

 You should then take two Lateral Flow Tests per week.  
 

Book your LFT before you travel to Durham. You can do this using the link in the email you 
received when you completed your LFT training or visit our website for more information on 
how to book.  
  
Arriving from outside of the UK - Follow UK Government guidance  
 
UK Government guidance states that if you’re travelling to the UK, you must either 
quarantine in the place you’re staying or in a managed quarantine hotel for 10 days. What 
you need to do depends on where you travel in the 10 days before you arrive in the UK.  
 
You must also get 2 coronavirus tests after you arrive in England. You’ll need to book these 
before you travel through a Department of Health and Social Care 
(DHSC) approved provider.  
 
Visit gov.uk for detailed guidance on planning your trip, action to take before you leave for 
the UK and how to quarantine on arrival.  
  
  
Conclusion  
  
Over 24 million people in the UK have now received their first dose of the Covid-19 
vaccination (source UK Coronavirus Dashboard). The coronavirus (Covid-19) vaccine is safe 
and effective and it gives you the best protection against coronavirus. In the UK, the NHS is 
currently offering the Covid-19 vaccine to people most at risk from coronavirus. Please visit 
the NHS website to find out more.  
  
Having the vaccine makes you less likely to get very ill from coronavirus, however it is not 
yet known whether it will stop you from catching and passing on the virus. Therefore, it is still 
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vitally important that we continue to maintain social distancing, wear our face coverings and 
wash our hands carefully and often.   
  
We must also continue to follow guidance, wherever we are, to help protect ourselves and 
those we care about. You can find out more about UK Government guidance at gov.uk.  
  
  
Best wishes,    
   
Claire O’Malley    
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global)    
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