
To: All UG and PGT students 
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 
Subject: A message from the Vice-Chancellor: Update on the UK Government 
announcement   
Date: Wednesday 14 April 2021 
 
 
Highlights   

 Further in-person teaching will not recommence until Monday 17 May at the 
earliest   

 Lateral Flow Testing will continue throughout the Easter Term and 
you are strongly advised to test twice a week   

 A letter from Michelle Donelan MP to all students is available here   
   
Dear students,   
 

The UK Government has now confirmed that further in-person teaching at English 
universities cannot start again until Monday 17 May at the earliest, as part of Step 3 of 
the Roadmap.     
 

We were very much looking forward to welcoming you all back to our Covid-secure teaching 
environments at the start of Easter Term. This is not the news we had hoped for.   
 

When you do return, we will be providing a wider student experience that is in line with 
Government guidance.   
 

For now, only students on courses who were already receiving face-to-face teaching in 
Epiphany Term will be able to resume in-person teaching from the start of our Easter Term, 
on Monday 26 April. We will not have confirmation until 10 May that Step 3 will happen on 
17 May but I will write to you again as soon as this is confirmed.    
 

Government advice remains that some students, such as those with inadequate study space 
and/or mental health and wellbeing issues, may need to return to their Term-time address 
despite their teaching still being online.   
 

If you are still in Durham or need to return for reasons outlined above, please continue to 
access Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) which is free of charge and available seven days a 
week. If you need to return to Durham in the coming weeks, you are strongly advised to take 
an LFT on day 1 (the day you arrive in the city), day 4 and 7. You should minimise your 
social contact until you receive a negative result for your second LFT (taken on day 4).   
 

You are strongly advised to take two LFTs per week throughout term, to help protect yourself 
and your community.   
 

A letter to students from the Minister of State for Universities, Michelle Donelan MP, which 
details the reasoning for the Government decision, can be found on our C-19 web 
pages. The letter also provides information on further funding to address student hardship 
and how to access free information and careers advice.   
 

We will update you further on what you can expect during Easter Term in the coming 
days. For now, please be assured that the University remains open, in a Covid-secure way, 
and that student support and other services continue to be available to you in-person and 
virtually.   
 

Best wishes, 
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Stuart Corbridge 

Vice-Chancellor and Warden 

 
Thanks to some kind donations and increased government funding we are able to provide 
further financial support to students through our Covid-19 Recovery Fund. For more 
information and details of how to apply please visit our web pages.  

 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/study/ug/finance/uk/scholarships/covid-19/

