
To: UG and PGT students 
Subject: A message from the Vice-Chancellor and Warden 
Date: 10 December 2020 
 
 
Dear students,  
 
We're approaching the end of Term 1, a term truly unlike any other in Durham's history. I 
would like to thank our entire University community, students and staff alike, for working so 
hard together to secure a strong student experience in very difficult circumstances. 
Next term, with mass testing plans in place, we plan to do even more, both in respect of 
education and the wider student experience. Today, though, I need to outline some 
important plans for the January return.  
 
The headline messages are highlighted below. Please take the time to read all the 
information carefully.  
  

 On Monday 11 January, Term 2 commences for the majority of students. 
Blended learning (that is, a mixture of face to face and online teaching and 
learning) will resume on Monday 11 January (Group A programmes) or Monday 
25 January (Group B programmes) - download the list of programmes.  

 To help support a Covid-secure campus, Lateral Flow Tests (LFT) will be 
available to students and staff from Monday 4 January and will continue 
weekly throughout Term 2.  

 The University will reduce College residence charges for students studying 
Group B programmes in weeks 1 and 2 only where College rooms are 
unoccupied, up to a maximum of two weeks.  

 
You may contact coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk if you have any further 
questions that are not answered in this communication.    
   
 
Blended learning approach - Term 2  
 
Teaching begins for the majority of undergraduate (UG) and postgraduate taught (PGT) 
students on Monday 11 January 2021, either wholly online or via our Covid-secure blended 
learning model of online and face to face teaching.   
 
Following a UK government request to minimise the risks associated with the mass 
movement of students across the country, we are implementing a staggered return to 
Durham City between Monday 11 and Monday 25 January 2021.  
 

 Wholly online learning: For students already studying wholly online or preparing to 
study wholly online in Term 2, teaching will be delivered online for the entire term, as 
stated in teaching calendars.  

 MBA programmes: Blended learning will commence, as stated in timetables, on 
Monday 4 January 2021.  

 Group A UG and PGT programmes (view programmes): Blending learning, 
combining online and face-to-face teaching, will commence on Monday 11 January 
2021.  

 Group B UG and PGT programmes (view programmes): Between Monday 11 and 
Friday 22 January 2021 all teaching and learning will be entirely online. Face-to-face 
teaching will commence on Monday 25 January. Students studying Group B 
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programmes are not expected to return to Durham until face-to-face teaching 
commences.  

 Combined Honours programmes: Between Monday 11 and Friday 22 January, 
blended learning will be delivered for modules in Group A programmes, alongside 
online learning for modules in group B programmes. From Monday 25 January all 
scheduled face-to-face teaching activity will be delivered for modules in Group A and 
B programmes. Students studying modules in Group A programmes should aim to 
arrive in Durham ahead of their first scheduled face-to-face teaching activity.  

 
If you studied wholly online in Term 1 and are arriving in Durham for the first time in January, 
please visit our Welcome and Induction January 2021 webpages for additional information 
and guidance.  
   
 
Arrivals – from the UK and international destinations on the travel corridor list  
 

 Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) will resume for staff and students from Monday 4 January. 
Find out more about LFT on our website.  

 Students returning to Durham are asked to take an LFT on the day they arrive back 
in the city (day 1)  

 This is followed by further testing on day 4 and day 7  

 Students who choose not to access testing are required to self-isolate for 7 days 
following their arrival on campus  

 Students who have watched the training video and completed the quiz do not have to 
do it again (the booking system remains open in duo)  

 
If you are travelling to Durham from a Tier 3 area, where possible please use a 
community testing programme to take a test before travelling.   
   
 
Arrivals from destinations outside of the UK that are not on the travel corridor list  
 
Students arriving from destinations that are not on the travel corridor list are required to 
follow normal quarantine processes. This may be reduced by participating in the UK 
Government’s Test to Release for International Travel scheme.  
    
The Test to Release scheme starts on 15 December and participants are required to pay for 
a private Covid-19 test. The scheme does not allow the use of an LFT to reduce the 
requirement for self-isolation following international travel.  
   
 
Students who remain on campus during the winter break  
 
We understand that a number of students will want or need to remain on campus throughout 
the winter break, or to return to campus ahead of their programme start date. You can find 
out more about student support and services, including the Bill Bryson Library, over the 
winter vacation on our website.  
 

 Students who remain in Durham are asked to take an LFT on Monday 4 January 
(day 1)  

 This is followed by further testing on day 4 and day 7  

 Students who choose not to access testing are required to self-isolate for 7 days  

 Students who have watched the training video and completed the quiz do not have to 
do it again. The LFT booking form is available via duo.  
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College residence charges for students studying Group B programmes  
 
To minimise transmission risks from the mass movement of students, the UK Government 
recommends that students continue their studies from home, where possible, until their face-
to-face teaching recommences.  
 
To support students studying Group B programmes to study from home until Monday 25 
January, the University will reduce College residence charges for days that rooms in 
Colleges are unoccupied in weeks 1 and 2 only, up to a maximum of two weeks. Please note 
that this reduction applies to students studying Group B programmes only.  
     
 
Library access and student support  
 
Following the winter break, physical access to our library services will resume on Monday 4 
January 2021. Virtual and face-to-face central student services also resume on this date.  
 

 Learn more about our Browse and Borrow and Stay and Study services and access 
our Virtual Enquiry Desk on our website.  

 Visit our Student Support and Wellbeing pages for information on the support 
network available to you at Durham.  

 
Find out more about support and services over the winter vacation 
at durham.ac.uk/coronavirus/vacation  
   
 
Online provision for students who are self-isolating  
 
If you are self-isolating at the beginning of term, in Durham or at your home address, you 
have the option of wholly online learning for the duration of your self-isolation period.   
 
You must not attend face-to-face teaching if you have Covid-19 symptoms, a positive test 
result or have been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or the NHS Covid-19 app.   
   
 
Conclusion  
 
I trust the information provided today enables you to make informed decisions when 
planning your return to Durham City in January. As a University we are committed to doing 
all we can to provide you with a safe, enjoyable and effective student experience in 
circumstances that none of us would choose – and which we must hope will soon draw to a 
close as mass vaccination campaigns begin here in the United Kingdom and around the 
world. Until that time, please do continue to follow government guidance, over the winter 
break and upon your return to Durham in January.    
 
Thank you once again for all your support and goodwill this past Term and for taking the time 
to read this important information.    
 
With very best wishes for your winter break and 2021.  
  
Stuart Corbridge   
Vice-Chancellor and Warden  
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