
To: All undergraduate and postgraduate taught students 

From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk 

Subject: Covid-19 Update: 27/01/2022 

Date: 27 January 2022 

 

Headlines 

• Use of face coverings on campus  

• Continue to take LFTs and follow UK Government guidance on self-isolation 

• Get your booster dose of the Covid-19 vaccination as soon as you are eligible 

 

Dear students, 

This email contains important Covid-19 information and the measures we are taking to 

protect our community. Please take the time to read it carefully.  

Updates on important information and guidance 

• Face coverings 

• Wider Student Experience (WSE) Activities 

• Lateral Flow Testing 

• Vaccinations and boosters 

Last week we communicated our full return to planned in-person learning and WSE 

activities from Monday 24 January.  

This week we are writing to share an update on campus mitigations, following the 

Government’s lifting of Plan B restrictions from Wednesday 26 January.  

All campus health and safety mitigations, including use of face coverings, will remain 

in place in the interest of the health and safety of our staff, students and wider 

community.  

The decision has been reached following consultation with staff, students and local 

public health experts, taking into account our local context including case rates.  

We will continue to assess the situation closely and we will review our guidance after 

the next two weeks. 

 

Guidance on face coverings:  

We expect staff, students and visitors to continue to wear face coverings, where they can, in 

line with our guidance. This includes when moving around in buildings, when using the 

University libraries, study spaces, the Sports & Wellbeing Park and during in-person 

teaching and some WSE activities.  

This will be reviewed, alongside other mitigations in place, after the next two weeks. 

Our collective action will benefit vulnerable members of our community who may be at 

additional risk of serious Covid-19 infections.   
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In order for face coverings to provide protection to members of our community, they should:  

• Cover the nose and mouth while allowing the wearer to breathe comfortably  

• Fit comfortably but securely against the face  

• Be secured to the head with ties or ear loops  

• Include at least two layers of tightly woven fabric such as cotton (the World Health 

Organization recommends three, depending on the fabric used)  

• Not be fitted with an exhalation valve as these will allow droplets in the exhaled 

breath to escape. 

• Be clean and in good condition 

 

Wider student experience 

All planned indoor and outdoor in-person events and activities returned this week. 

Those wishing to take part, including spectators and audiences, will require a negative LFT 

test through a DU test site no more than 48 hours in advance to enable participation in the 

safest way possible. 

There will be no restrictions on numbers, except for indoor activities which will need to 

comply with the agreed Covid-19 room capacities which operated throughout Michaelmas 

term. 

 

Monitoring cases and testing   

We work closely with local public health experts to monitor case rates and we investigate 

each case reported to our Incident Control Centre (ICC). 

This is a rapidly changing situation, and we will maintain a vigilant watch on potential case 

rates, making any adjustments as necessary. 

We continue to encourage all students and staff to take two Lateral Flow Tests (LFTs) per 

week throughout Epiphany Term to protect themselves and our community.  

We have extensive LFT facilities across campus, which are freely available to all students 

and staff. Visit our Covid-19 web pages for test site information. 

If you receive a positive LFT result, isolate immediately and do not attend in-person teaching 

or WSE events and activities. 

 

Vaccinations and boosters  

Omicron is transmitted in the same way as previous Covid-19 variants but is more infectious, 

so it is important that you are fully vaccinated. We all have a responsibility to help slow the 

transmission of Covid-19. Having your vaccines and a booster is one of the best ways of 

doing this. 

We encourage you to access both Covid-19 vaccinations and a booster dose as soon as 

possible, if you haven’t done so already, via the National Booking System or a walk-in 

centre. 

 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/lft/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/


Conclusion 

The health and safety of our staff, students and wider community remains our priority. The 

decision to keep health and safety mitigations at the University has been done so with this 

priority at the forefront. 

The guidance we have outlined above has been carefully developed in consultation with 

staff, students and local public health experts. 

We will continue to assess the risk and will further communicate with you all after the next 

two weeks.  

Vaccinations are helping the decline in Covid-19 rates and we encourage you to access a 

booster dose of the Covid-19 vaccine as soon as possible, if you have not already done so, 

via the National Booking System or a walk-in centre. 

 

Best wishes,  

Claire O’Malley  
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Global) 

 


