
To: UG and PGT students  
From: coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk   
Subject: Covid-19 Update: Tuesday 5 January 2021  
Issued: Tuesday 5 January 2021 

Dear students,  

This morning I wrote to you to share the University’s initial response to the national 
lockdown, as announced yesterday by the Prime Minister. This update provides clarity on 
our online learning offering as well as stay at home guidance. 

We anticipate additional Government guidance in the coming days and will carefully consider 

the implications of this prior to further communications later this week. 

Online learning and examinations 

 Following Government guidance, term will begin on Monday 11 January with wholly 

online teaching for students studying all programmes, until at least mid-February.  

 All 2020/21 examinations will take place online and we'll use a range of measures 

during 2020/21 to ensure that students are not disadvantaged during the pandemic. 

Stay at home guidance 

If you are at your home address 

 Stay where you are. This Government guidance must be followed immediately, the 

law will be updated to reflect these new rules. 

 You should not travel back to your term time address unless it is absolutely 

necessary. Please read the UK Government guidance on When You Can Leave 

Home before deciding to travel. 

 Colleges continue to provide a range of student support virtually, as do the central 

student support services like Counselling and Disability Support. 

If you do need to return to Durham 

 Contact your College directly, before travelling to Durham 

 On your return to Durham, take a Lateral Flow Test (LFT) on the day you arrive back 

in the city (day 1), followed by tests on day 4 and day 7 

 Continue to get tested weekly throughout term 

 Find out more about LFTs and book a test at durham.ac.uk/coronavirus/lft 

If you are already at your term time address 

 Stay where you are. This Government guidance must be followed immediately, the 

law will be updated to reflect these new rules. 

 You should not travel to your home address, or to live anywhere else, unless it is 

absolutely necessary. Please read the UK Government guidance on When You Can 

Leave Home before deciding to travel. 

 Colleges continue to provide a range of student support virtually, as do the central 

student support services like Counselling and Disability Support.  
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 Lateral flow tests continue to be available to all students. Find out more about LFTs 

and book a test at durham.ac.uk/coronavirus/lft 

 

 

Conclusion 

We are doing all that we can to provide you with the best possible student experience in very 

difficult circumstances.  

We continue to consider fully the implications of the latest Government guidance and will 

communicate with you again later this week, where possible clarifying plans for the 

remainder of Term 2 and Term 3, as well as access to the library and student support 

services and College accommodation charges.  

Until that time, please do continue to follow government guidance and contact 

coronavirus.information@durham.ac.uk if you have additional questions. 

Best wishes, 

Stuart Corbridge 
 Vice-Chancellor and Warden 
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